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Milwaukee Ford Windstar Rear Axle
Beam Corrosion Fallure

The complaint vehicle (V0Q10342863) was inspected on
07/26/10 with a Ford representative. Then the accident site
was Vvisited (without the Ford rep). The rear axle had corroded
and failed on the left side. The Panhard rod buckled allowing
the left rear trailing arm to twist and leaving substantial left
rear fender-well tire marks. The vehicle was reported to have
been traveling at 50 mph in the third lane when the axle failed,
the driver lost control, hit the Jersey barrier, and both front air

bags deployed.
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Panhard rod was
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Initial thin-wall

~ | corrosion spot
!

16






AT KT AW AN

- s g

AR s

Concrete
roadway dust

Polished spot at
tip of axle

18



AT AR
o '.-"":)'_," ‘l__'.' ";,.',‘

|
ff-'-'—"‘r?’y. |
r| " g |

it













LL3T A

-

e
o
£
..-“..
a
¥,
I
b
N
A
B
E










The End

For more information contact:

Dan Pearse

Transportation Safety Engineer

United States Department of Transportation
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
\ehicle Research and Test Center

Defects Analysis Group

Post Office Box B37

10820 State Route 347

East Liberty, OH 43319--0337
937-666-4511 x267

dan.pearse@dot.gov
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