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ENGINEERLIG ANALYSIS CLOSING NEMORAOUN
lm ertent sum Yehicle Accelent'lon on Some To

. EA Yo Em-om nm ‘}nnod psg 7 oate t.'losed:

" Basfs: The Offfce of Defects Investigation received 4 reports alleging
v_eﬂ?':'lo ::ddon acu‘leration ml 2 nports reporting stuck or Jammed
. accelerators. .

" The A‘Ileﬁ Problem: The nlrlcle may 1Mdnrt¢utly mdenly accelerite
ver 1S maneuvering the wehicle out of a parknd or stationary

mitlon resulting 1n Ias of vehicle cmtrol.

: Description of M or Yehicle SQtu

Group A: metotypo accelerator pedal, cable thrett.le Hntage and gasoline
carburator. - -
Group B: Organ type accelerator pedal. rod-1ink throttie 1inkege, and

soline carburator
Group C: g:ndant type accelerator pedal, rod-1ink throttle linl:age. and
electronic fuel injection.
Group D: Pendant type accelerator pedal, cable thmﬂe Tinkage, and
electronic ﬂn‘l fnjection. _
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Vehicle Population:
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. Problem Experience: Date 3/84 Date. Bat
e - e
Reports-Total: 52 ‘:ﬂgj oy B
00T Omer: 14 . ‘
Mg Omer: |- .
. _Mfg. Flald: - 10
Acctdonts ! | Nrg of Iurg | o1 | wry
Accident /Injuries 2/3 11/11
F:tnlitiu
Unknown

-Ho,:?}nr | Corella I_ﬁllca | Corona | Tercel | Cressida | Starlet |Total

1979 242:” 138?!00 33?4& n?s;o 425,500
1960 257;5& 141;200 34;?0) 1045:00 11;628 A 559,628
1981 264,100 | 98,700| 25,300 [118,500 29,583 | 36,000 | 572,183
1982 lﬂ:‘ﬂ 135;896 37;4,@ 37.:‘8 316,774
1983 175,198 147,965 39,755 362,918

Total 11,092,526] 378,100] 93,400 506,961 | 130,014

wuwd3R

Total Musber of Warranty Clatms

| 3,000 }2,237,003
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Part Sales: WA

Dezi Material and/or Production Modifications: Same ss described 1n
|.5ia Service lii'l‘léln %o. 005, - -

~ Jesting: None '_ Contractor:

Date of Test hqu'est | Date Report Recelived:
Description:
Results:

Additional Information: Service Bulletin

Yunber Date Title Description
' ~ Accelerator Linkage A rubber ring was
005 11/9/79 {RT134) added to reduce
. : _ vibration; and the
— accelerator rod

torsion spring was
changed to apply 2
stronger force on the
pedal.

Warning Symptoms: There are apparently no warnings fo the driver vhen vehicle
's'm”_ i t

n acCeleration occurs except in 2 few cases when the driver reported
high engine noise before the wehicle accelersted.

Contributing Factors:

The review and analysis of avatlable data in this Engineering Analysis has
not revealed any causal factor common to any group of vehicles {model and/or
model year) under this investigation. However, some possible causal factors
are susmarized as follows:
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1. The engine fails to return to the normal idle speed becsuse the throttle
linkage became stuck when the accelerstor connecting link was adjusted
too short; the returs spring 1s weak; the linkage rod was bent; or the
floor mat interfered with the gas pedal, o

2. The carburetor maifenctions because of throttle shaft binding in theottle

3. The electronfc fuel fnjection systes malfunctioned.
‘4, The cruise control systea malfunctioned.

5. Driver error such as depressing the gas pedal instead of the brake pedal
: whmiumm.nduspedqatmuptlu. o

F%ﬂ;n@numiu Modes: The vehicle my -inadvertently, suddenly
“:ra 'y e var {s maneuvering it out of a parked or statiomary
position.

mfgcturen Evalustion of the Problem: In thefr letter of Jamary 17,

s loyota Sta se many of these owner complaints describe the
alleged malfunction in abstract terws, the examination of these descriptions
did not reves! any identifiable common causes, Thess allegations cannot
technically be axplained. Therefore, it is difficult for Toyota to belfeve

that a specific identifiable vehicle problem exists.

Insofar as Toyote.has inspected and investigated some of these wehicles, we
could not reproduce any of the alleged probiems nor verify the existence of
the problems in any cases.

In addition, to date we have been unable to determine whether these events
may have been caused by the driver's operational error.*

M for Closing:

No common csuses of the inadvertent sudden vehicle acceleration have been
fdentified. No faflure or maifunction trend has been discovered.

Tha owner and fiel';l reports are spread over many difféunt vehicle models,
1 types, throttle linkages and fuel systems: and showed no trend.






