STATEMENT BY CLARENCE M. DITLOW
ON FUEL ECONOMY INFORMATION
BEFORE THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C, DECEMBER 2, 1974

Thank you for the opportunity to express some comments
on fuel economy information for consumers. My name is Clarence
M, Ditlow, III. I am a member of the Public Interest Research
Group, a group of engineers, lawyers and scientists established
by Mr. Ralph Nader in 1970.

Accurate and widely disseminated information on fuel
economy can result In significant consumers savings and slow the
depletlon of our scarce petroleum reserves. Consider the 1975
model year vehicles as their fuel economy is measured by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) urban test eycle. The
sales welghted average fuel economy gailn in 1975 1= 13.5% with
General Motors vehicles showing the largest percentage gain
with 28,3%. .Chrysler and American Motors show lesser galns of
12.1% and 20.5% respectively. Ford actually shows a decrease of
2.2%.

Since the sales welghted average fuel economy for 1974
vehleles 1s approximately 13.5 miles per gallon (MPG), the average
for 1975 vehicles 1is about 15.3 MPG. Taken over the 100,000 mile
useful 1life of the vehicle, this results in a consumer savings of
871 gallons of gasoline or $479.05 at $0.55 per gallon. Because of
the differences in thé various manufacturers' approaches to emission
controls, two very similar models can have very large differences
in fuel economy. A 2900 pound, 6-cyclinder Ford Maverick without
a catalyst obtained 14 MPG and 18 MPG on the EPA urban and highway
driving cycles respectively while a 3040 pound, 6-cylinder Plymouth
Valiant with catalyst got 18 and 23 MPG respectively. The consumer
purchésing the Valiant rather than the Maverick will save 1427

gallons of gasoline or $784.85 over the useful life of the car.
And the base price of the Valiant 1s only $186 more than the Maverick,



There 1s a great deal of controversy over what test

brocedure should be used to determine fyel economy which should

be resolved in favor of the EPA test Procedure, In testing

emissicns, the EPA inherently generates fuel economy data for a

7.5 mile urban driving cycle that is Tepresentative of about
55% of the vehicle miles driven in the U.S. each year. With
the assistance of the Soclety of Automotive Engineers, the EPA
has developed a fuel economy teat representative of non-urban
driving which constitutes the remaining 45% of the vehicle miles
driven. Beginning with the 1975 model Year, the EPA generates
both urban and highway fuel economy data,

Criticiam d}wfhe EPA test procedafe a3 being unreal because
it is conducted on a dynamometer is unfounded, 3Since the aame
driving cycle within specified, close tolerances is used for every
test, the large effect on fuel economy of driver habits 1is eliminated,
A detalled set of instructions for runniné the city and highway
test assures that the tests can be performed the same way each
time, both in the EPA lab and in any other competent lab, including
~ auto company labs. The dominance of the auto companies in simply
poszessing test tracks is eliminated since many corganlzations are
equipped wlth dynamometer and emission measurement equipment and
can perform such tests. Even aerodynamic drag or streamlining can
be accounted for in dynamometer testing, 1If a particular car 1is
more streamlined than the average car, EPA permits thé manufacturer
to submit data showing this; whereupon EPA wilil adjust the
dynamometer setting accordingly. (See 40 C.F.R. § 85-075-15(e)(2).)

Manufacturer certification of fuel economy should not be
permitted. The EPA already permits the manufacturers to conduct
their own emission durability testing with selective EPA testing
of the durability vehicles. In 1972, Ford Motor Company massively
cheated on their emission control certification tests. Ford
subsequently bought off criminal prosecution and potential jail
sentences for 1its responsible officials by paying a seven million
dollar fine with Justice Department approval. The temptation to
cheat on fuel economy testing may be even greater since the

-consumer pays much greater attention to fuel economy than emission

levels 1n purchasing a new vehicle.



The EPA fuel economy data should be the only fuel economy
flgures permitted in any industry fuel economy advertising. To
permit the auto manufacturers to develop and convey thelr own
fuel economy information on new models would exacerbate the
public's confusion over fuel economy. The attached consumer
complaints about two sets of national magazine advertisements
are exemplary. Note that the same 2.0 liter Porsche 914 went
from 23 MPG to 29 MPG between the January and February 1974 ads.

Merely listing an EPA fuel economy figure is not sufficient.
The figures glven must be specific versus average. The attached
1975 Chevelle ad merely refers to a 28%:gatm.t for Chevelles
generally. Yet an individual purchasing a 1975 Chevelle 454
eld V-8 with automatie transmission and air condltioning would
undoubtedly find a decrease in fuel economy from a 6-eylinder
1974 Chevelle with standard transmission and no air conditioning.
And there should be deviations with even less contrasting options.
Such printed model ads could and should include a box for fuel
econemy on each engine, transmission, carburetor/fuel injection
and catalyst option. In this regard, published EPA fuel economy
data are lacking for they do not include transmission option. Yet
an automatic transmisslon can easlly cause a 15 percent fuel
penalty. The Federal Trade Commission (PTC) should insure this is
furnished in future publicatlons.

Medla ads present a more difficult problem due to time and
screen limitations. At the very least, such ads should include a
strong request that each consumer consult the EPA fuel economy
Information for specific mileage data before purchasing a new car.
Any specific fuel eccnomy c¢laim must be limited to EPA fuel
economy data and Include that for the specific model shown.

A crucial issue 1s what types of auto industry ads should
include EPA fuel economy Information. 1In a soclety where the
motor vehlcle accounts for one-third of our total consumption of

scarce petroleum resources, all auto ads must include a reference



hy_

to fuel economy information. Those ads which specifically cite
fuel economy or otherwise refer to the operating economy of the
vehlcle must supply EPA fuel economy data. Other ads which
merely extol the virtues of the "Belchfire Eight" or the "Slinky
S1ix" must contain a'warning that motor vehicle require one-third
of our.teta] petroleum consumption and that consumers should
consult EPA fuel economy data before purchasing a new car in
order tco make the best use of our petroleum resources. This
positive requirement by the FTC would give a needed boost to
this nation's energy conservatlon program and would be in full
accord with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969.

Unless the EPA is glven the leglslative authority to
requlre mandatory labeling. of new motor vehicles with fuel
economy stickers, the FTC should require such labeling. As the
Northern California Publlec Interest Research Group has testified,
very few dealers are showlng new cars with stickers for fuel
economy on them.. The Michigan Public Interest Research Group
conducted a survey of 44 Michigan auto dealers arnd found no cars
with EPA labels on them. My group surveyed a small sample of
elght Washington area dealers and did not find a single new car
wlth an EPA fuel economy label. And we found only one dealer
with the EPA fuel economy pamphlet which all dealers are supposed
to have. Significantly, this was a Volkswagen dealer whose
vehicles dld rather ﬁell in the EFA fuel economy test program.
{The results of this mini-survey are attached.)

In conclusien, the FTC should act quickly to make fuel
economy information readily available to the publie. The EPA
fuel economy data should be used since they are already availlable
and serve as a yardstick accurate enough for all practical
purposes. Adoption of any other fuel economy measurement would
result in needless delay. The specific FTC fuel economy information

program should adequately respond to the issues discussed above.



" Manufacturer

FORD

oM

' CHRYSLER

_:Volkswagona

Volvo

PUBLIC INTEREST RESTHARCH GROUP

NOVEMBER 1974

window
Dealerxr ;
R —— Stickers
Butlexr JLee | no
1121 21st St,
Wash, D.C.
Bill Bogley no

‘Lincloln-Mersury
- . 7809 Wisconsin

Bethesda, Md.

Capitol Cadillac no
1260 22nd St. -
Wash, D.C.

Chevy Chase Chevrolet no
7725 Wisconsin Ave.
Bethesda, Md.

Williéms Chevrolet,INC. no
3307 M Sst.
Webh, D.C,

Steuwart L P Inc. no
1110 E.-W. Highway
Chavy Chase, Md.

Silver Spring Auto City n0
1200 E.-W. Bighvay
Silver Spring, Md.

Volvo of Washington, Inc.
4800 Wisconsin Ave, NW
Washington, D. C,

no

SURVEY

Phamplets

no~ didn't know about it

no-didn’t know about it

now=claimed they had them
but ran out

no

no
nQ-didn't know what I
was talking about

yes

no




Foou GAS MILEAGE:

If you're seriously
Joking for a mid-size car -
fﬁgye_ar, this ad is written

you," " -

2%t is clear. It is inform.
ive. It is to the point.
%'tIn atime when people

ke yourself are compat-
k&ncw car models and
gs and efficiencies
awore carefully perhaps
tan ever before, Chevelle
#America’s favorite
#id-size car,
% This ad will tell you
sveral reasons why.

1801 fewer

oof bty

4 " Let's compare a 1975

Chevelle (standard 350

ﬁ;ngine) with its 1974

bunterpart,

£ Based on Environ-

. wental Protecrion Agency

Urban Mileage Tests,

which emphasizestop-and-
gity-type driving, a 1975

&levelie‘using unleaded

kel with our new

whevrolet Efficiency

Jrstem shows a mileage

mprovement of 28%

gmpared to a '74 model

ming leaded fuel. Our own,

‘;l"pving ground tests,

et - ,

which emphasize
suburban-type driving
conditions, show a mileage
improvement of 22%,
Even using this lower

. percentage figure, this

would amount to at least -
801 fewer gallons of
gasoline over 50,000 miles,
or about four years’
average use,

What you could
save in fuel.

If you paid 56¢ per
gallon, allowing 1¢ per
gallen increase for
unleaded fuel as permitted
by Federal regulation, this
would represent a net
savings of $404 (calcula-
tions could vary, of course,
higher or lower, depending
on the prices of leaded
and unleaded fual in your
area),

$754 less
operating
. expense.

Again, let’s compare
our '74 and '75 models
over a 50,000-mile period.

While parts and labor
costs will vary throughout
the country, we've used

- current list prices for parts

and a figure of $11 an hour
for labor and found this:
If you follow the QOwner’s

BUSINESS WERK

Manual for recommended
service, a 1975 Chevelle
could save you nearly
$350 in parts, lubricants
and labor over a '74 model
using leaded fuel,

Now do this; Add
this $350 savings to the
$404 just mentioned.

And now do this:
Keep that total of $754
less operating expense in
mind as you consider our
final few paragraphs.

A serious
invitation.

We invite you, right
now, to inspect and test
drive a 1975 Chevelle for
yourself. We mean it.
Thete’s so much more to
Chevelle this year than an
advertisement can

communicate.

There are surer starts
and smoother engine
performance,

There’s comfort,
Room for six. Good ride.
Easy handling.

There’s a wide choice.
Malibu Classic is our most
distinctive Chevelle
(shown above). Laguna
Type 8-3 is our sportiest
Chevelle. And Malibu is
once again the lowest-
priced intermediate in the
country. The Malibu
Sedan with a six-cylinder
engine is the lowest-priced

four-door, at $3415.* The
Malibu Coupe with six
cylindets is the lowest-
priced two-door, at $3420.*

Highest
used car
_values

in years.

There is one other
thing you may find
extrernely valuable to
know: the trade-in value
of your own car. You see,
most used car trade-in
values have risen dramat-
ically these past months.
So your actual cost
difference with a trade-in
on a new Chevelle may be
less than you think.

Chevelle. America's
favorite mid-size car.

See ali the reasons
why, at your Chevrolet
dealer’s.

*Manufacturer's Suygested Retail Price,
including dealer new wehicle preparacion
charge. Destination charges, optional

cﬂuipmcm. state of Jocal taxes are
additional.

=233y
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Hyowse been searching for the
petleet New Year's resolution for
FO74, considor this,

The new 2.0:liter Porsche 914,

It gives you all the things you
thought you had 1q give up i a
sports car,

Like comfort, There's plenty of

headvoom and fegroom ju this new

YL

And loads of luggage room.®

* There are lwo trunks, front and,
rear, that will hold up 1o 15 cu. fi

., rough-tough o
+ roof that will surprise you a .
.You want to bask ‘in the sun, the

B of anyihing,

e And ccono-

my. The kind

that delivers

up to 23 miles per gallon, Which

tels you 1ravel over 350 miles on

just one tank
of gas,

There’s a

L

v

roof slips off easily (in"seconds
" :_;and'-_-j?lores"’in'..‘lhq
A rear:trunkiwith)
.room 1o spare.”

lso. If 2. engine™( that*Porsche; engineers

velop)“coupledwith '5-speed
gearlgox,"slraight.,’;‘pad
thing to look forward t

o vt
that will surprise you'lhcrmost-is,’ﬂf?;}
what this Porsche js most famous'™ -
or. R
The unbelievable road Imlnncc;_" "
and handling you get from ils mids 4%
engine design and rack-and-pinion ¥ 1"
sleering, oo e

There’s virtnally no corner or
CHrve you can’l strivighten out,
And with 1l puwerful 2.0:liter

took over'a'year and a ‘half ,’t‘ofd_c




H you like the idea of having
- your cake and eating it ton, the
o new 2.0 diter Porsche 914 should
" be very appealing.
Notonly does this snperbly on-
gineercd sports car get an incred-
~ible 29 miles to the gallon, hut
il you figure in the {uel tank
capacity (16.4 gallens) you
could conceivably travel from
New York o Washinglon and
back on one tank of gas!
And what's more, the gas it
uses is regular, not premium.

Al his ceonomy while you're
driving instyle in one of the fin-
est handling cars ever designed.

With its mid-engine balance
ad rack-and-pinion steer-
ing, the '

renowned:
for ils cornering ability and for
hugging the road.

And with the big fuel-injected
2.0-liter engine (that Porsche
engineers specially developed),

Morsche EEE
914 15 p

. coupled toa
. Iivc-spcc:t]
: q gcarbox,

even 50

miles an hour can't take the fun
outof driving.

So if you've heen think-
ing the Porsche 914 ishe
right car at the wrong
time, think again, ’




420 stanford il
. ‘ . Antwersity of Notre Bame

Notre Bame, Iudiany 46555

Maroh 20, 1074

Gentlemen; B : . o .

Enclosed are three (advertisenent) pages which ap-
peared. in the March 18 (19?4) issue of Newsweek magazine.'Am
I incorrect in assuming thatl such discrepﬁncios are not only
highly improbable but impoésible, and if so, isa't this illegal?
Who is the consumer to believe? Are such (gross) discrepancies
‘even remotély poséible? If not, who is lying, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Aﬂencj, under-the "ausplces" of the American
Honda Motor Co.,.Ihc. or Ford? Someone-is. in my mind, unques-
tionably euilty of FAiSE ud?ertjsinﬂl This concludes yet anoth-

er chapter in the unfortunate saga of consumer fraud. Thank you

for your time.

Sincarely,

Bradley Morcstle

Fradlzy farcotte




MERCURY COMET. "~ MERCURY'S CAPRL

« Driver: Fillip Roye. + Driver: Roger Rutherford.

» Model: two-door sedan. ) *+ Model: Sport Coupe.’

- Engine: 200 CID six-cylinder: -7 + Engine: 2.0 liter four- cylinder,
» Oplions: white sidewall tires, wheel covers, J,) + Opilions; none.

‘ vmyl roof,

FORD MUSTANG IL
+ Driver: Hugh Downs.
» Model: two.door hardtop,
+ Engine: 2.3 liter four-cylinder,
- Opticns: white sidewall tires.

FORD PINTO.  FORD MAVERICK. |

+ Driver: Mickey Sholder, « Driver: Jana Milo.

+ Model: two-door sedan. : « Model: two-doar sedan.

-+ Engine: 2.0 liter, four-cylinder. . = Fngine: 200 CID six-cylinder, ‘

+ Options: while sidewall tires, wheel covers and + Options: white sidewall tires, wheel covers and
Accent Group. Exterior Decor Group.

Ford and Lincoln- Mcrcury dealers offer 35 different small car models and engines,
20 with sticker prices under the best-selling import model.

..,.,... el L

MERGE JM

iR




What you're looking at are the results of

‘a gas mileage test performed on 1974 cars by the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
The test simulated an average trip under

. city dnvmg conditions.

Qe

‘ TRAHS KIPG ' " Lincoln-Mercury Capri. L .. . ‘
Honda Civic e M4 200 Volkswagzen 181" Thing™ . ... M1 210 Porsche QTS o000 00001
Volkswagen 412 Wagan . ... M4 279 Volkswagen Super Beetle .. M4 209 Triumph TRG ... ... ..
Toyota Corolla 1200 Coupe. .. M4 27.1 © Toyota Corolla 1600 Sedan. .. A2 208 Peugent 504 Sedan ... L,
Lotus Europa Special .. ... .. M5 252 Diatsun 710, ... ... ... A3 2007 s Plymouth Vadiant Duster ., . .
Batsun B21G . oo N 24 Datsun 610, ... ... ... MAe 206 TR ord Maverick . ... oL
Toyota Corolla 1200 Sedan ... M4 218 ¢ Fiat X9 o oo M 200 Ford it Wagoen ... ...
Volkswagen 412 Wagon . .. A3 246 BMW 2002 .. .. .. ... A 203 MOGR/GT . o AU
Cheveglet Vega Hatchback . .. N3 246 Fiat 124 Special TC .. ... Ay 202 Dalsun 2607 ... ... .. ..
Lotus Europa . . oo 24505 ) Ford Mustangs. .. ... MU Porsehe OUIT . ... ... ..
Volkswagen Dasher Sedan. .. N4 243 I)nmm T M4 200 Audilng oo L
Volkswagen Dasher Wagon . A3 237 0 AMuzda 808 Coupe cooo M 200 Saah S99 LE. e
Valkswagen Dasher Sedan. . A3 233 Chevrolet Vega Pancl & it 124 ‘11mrt (_nupe .......
Triumph Spitfire ... ..., ... NI 23 Espress NS 2{)() Dlodee Daet 0000 L.
Ford Pinte ... ..., RN B Qg é} Chevrolet Voga K immback .. A3 AMCGremlin ..o .00 00
Dodge Colt Wagon ... ... M 223§ l)l inceln-Mercury Comel ... ML, ‘J) hatsun 2607 . o
Dodge Colt Coupe ... . ... A3 227 Opet Manta Rallye ... heR| H\ Chevrolet Nova llalchbnck ..
Subaru Wagen .. oM 227 (R)incoln-Mercury Capri. . M Q‘l&, AMC Gremlin ..o L.
Tovata Corolla 1600 Sedan. .. Ma 226 Datgun 610 . A3 ]‘l8 Ford Maverick .. c
~ Volkswigen Convertible ..., SA 226 Al Romeo 2000 Berling . M5 10,7 OI inceln-Mercury (_mml
BMW 2002 . .0 0 AR 226 Ford Pinto Wagen .0 M1 19,7 AMC Hornet Sportabout .. .
Daodpge Colt Coupe .. ... N4 225 Valkswagen Komhi-22 Chevralet Vegra Panel
MG Madger o SN 220 iNicrobusy . AMAO196G Fspross
Datsun 3210 o A 222 Chevralet Vega Hatehback .. A 196 Tovarn Mark B Se dim
Renanit 17 Gordini . .0 NG 222 Sanh 09 LK MA 10 Tevata Mark 11 Wagon
Remault 12 Wapgon AL 222 Tovola Mark I Wagon ... AT 194 Tovota Mark B Sedan .
Audi Fox ‘ NMITo22o Aifa Romea 2000GTV 00 00 NS 1401 Chevrolet Nova Hatchback
Dodue Colt Wi u,nn A% 210 Renanlt 12 Sedan : A4 AMC Hornet Sedan
Honda Civie. ... SA 2L Porsche 9111 Y A N O Volva 163 .
Sanh 07 SMEZET O TVR 2600 M Y N I H A Muercedes thenz 230
Volkswinren Kar m.m( ... M 207 Volkswogen Kombi-22 ‘ Mercedes Benz 280
Sulyire Coupe . LN 217 (Aicrobus) o A A L X FFowel Torino
Toyota Corolla 1600 Wagon A 211 Mazda 808 Coupe Ad IR BAW Bavaria

If you're in the market for a new car, we suggest
you make use of these results as follows.

1. Go down the list until you find the car you're
considering.

2. Compare its mlleage to the car at the
top of the list.

3. Then decide.

- This list is being published by the makers of the &)

car at the top of the list. Partly as a public service.

Renault 12 Sedan . .
MOGB

Tovota Corona SR ged n

Toyola Corona SR Sedan . . . .

Volva 115,
Opel Manta .
Opel 1900

Fint 124 Sport Sedan ... L. .

Renault 153 TL Coupe . .
Opel Manta Luxus ...
Fiat 124 Special TC

Fiat 128 Wagon .. ... ..
Fiat 124 Wagon ... ... .., ..

P'orsche 9144,
Renault 17 TL Coupe . . .
Vitvo 142
it 128 Sedan

Chevalet Vega I'i.lllchbdck..

Ford f\]ll'wt(lnj.,
Fard Pintn,

Volvo 144
Ford Mustpng

Porsche 911S. ... ...
Peugent 504 Seddn .
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CheckerSedan. . .. ... ... ..
Valvo 161, . . . ...,
ANMC Gremlin ... . L. i
AMClavelin ... ...,
BMW Bavarta ... L.

Plymouth Valiant Duster

AMC Matader ... L.
ANIC Matador Wagon ... ...
AMC Javelin ... ... .
CitroenSM . ... .
Plyvieuth Satellite .. ... ... i

ARC Homet

Plymouth Satellite ... ... 0.
Maserati Bora ... ... ...
Ford Torino Wigron ... ..

Lincoln-Mercury

Montepo Wagon . ..., ...

Citroen SN ... ..

Avanti Coupe

Chevrolet Tmpala
Sports Secdin

Pinvoln-Mercury I\lonlci,o .

AMNC Javelin
AMC Ambassador
Mazda RX 3 Wagon .
Ford ... .
Mazda RX itnupo
Mazda RN 2 Couper -
Mereedes Benz 450
Mazdn RX . Wagon
Ford Pantera
Baick Century 350
Buick LeSabre
Cadillac Eldoradn .
Mazda RX 4 Coupe
Tnguar E Type V12
Olddsmobtle Cutliss
Chevralet Impala Custom
Coupe .. .
Pontine Trang Am
Ferrari Dino 246 GT
Chevralet Impala Estae
Wiron
Pontine Ventura
Lincobn-Mercury Montego
Chevrolet Mahibu Classic
Pontine Ledlins
Ford Torino

{1974 Amarican Honas Meror Co . Inc
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Buck Contary Wagon
Jagoar B Type V12

Buick Eslate Wagon

© Chevrolet Caprice Wagron
Lincaln-Mereury (,uu;,m L

FFord Wagon

Oldsinobile Cutlass

Suprense
Pontiage Leflans

Rotts Rovee Silver Shadow

Poatiac Catading .
Pontine [Ledans .
Ruick Grand Sport ..

Chrysler .
Oldsmobile Delta 83 Royal

Pontiac Ventara G0

Pantiac Ventura GTO
Chrysler Wagon
Phemauth Furs Wagon
Cadillac DeVille

Buick Regil
Pontine Grand Am

Chevrolet Caprice Chissic

Oldsmoisile Vista Cruiser
Cadillac Fleetwond
Pontiae Trans A
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I'ontine LeMans Salari

AT 86
Exealibur 11 A K5
Dodge Sport WS lgrm A3 85
Pontine Grand Sl A BA
Oldsmohile Toronade . A3 83
Buick Electra 225 . .. Ad L R3
Pontine Catalina Salind ... A3 T B3
Jensen Intereeptor . A3 82
Pontine Grand Ville A3 81
Merenry Wipon A3 R
Lineole Continental A3 7Y
Mascrati 120 CME 78
Pontiac Bonneville A% T8
Chevralet Chevelle Lagunn - M4 76
Oldsmahile B8 Regency A3 TH
Oldsmolile Delta 88 Wagon . A3 7.6
Lamberghing Jarama MG 7.3
Lamborghimi Expida MH 72
Ferrari 366 GTB-1 . M5 65

I teamrermission Detingss, A is automatie and 3 8 nanual,
Lo AR iy athree spred aagosiasic and M4 is a four-spred
ol SA s semi alonaoe

Whete fwog mune cars of the same make, nelel and
tpvans et w e Tested, wie hive bated e best
tulvagze fignee vecongded fon that moddel, regaodless of
vatLInees s et e size and axle satio.

Dt is Based an mformation avadable as of Feb A9, 1074,

The Honda Civic. NMore miles per gullon than anybody.



