In The Matter Of:

Walden vs. Chrysler

Philip Cousino
January 23, 2015

Tiffany Alley Global Reporting & Video
730 Peachtree Street NE

Suite 470

Atlanta, GA 30308

770.343.9696

www.tiffanyalley.com

TIFFANYALLEY
GLOBAL 5581518




SUPERI OR COURT COF DECATUR COUNTY
STATE OF GECRG A

JAMES BRYAN WALDEN and LI NDSAY
WALDEN, I ndividually and on Behal f of
the Estate of Their Deceased Son,
REM NGTON COLE WALDEN,
Pl ainti ffs,
VS. Case No. 12-CV-472
CHRYSLER GROUP, L.L.C., and
BRYAN L. HARRELL

Def endant s.

The Vi deot aped Deposition of PH LIP J. COUSI NO
Taken at 2501 Worl dgat eway Pl ace,

Romul us, M chi gan,

Commencing at 9:01 a. m,

Fri day, January 23, 2015,

Bef ore Leisa M Pastor, CSR-3500, RPR CRR




© 00 N O O B~ W N PP

N N NN NN P R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N P O

Walden vs. Chrysler Philip Cousino

01/23/2015

APPEARANCES:

JAMES BUTLER, JR

Butl er, Woten, Cheeley & Peak, L.L.P.
105 13th Street

Col unbus, Georgia 31901

(706) 322-1990

bet h@ut | er woot en. com

Appearing on behalf of Plaintiffs.

JEB BUTLER

Butl er Tobin

1932 North Druid H|lls Road
Atl anta, CGeorgia 30319
(404) 587-8423

j eb@ut | ertobin.com

Co- Counsel Appearing on behalf of Plaintiffs.

M SHEI LA JEFFREY

MIller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, P.L.C
101 North Main Street, 7th Floor

Ann Arbor, M chigan 48104

(734) 668-7797
jeffrey@nllercanfiel d. com

Appearing on behal f of Defendants.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video

Page 2



© 00 N O O B~ W N PP

N N N N NN B P R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © © N O O » W N P O

Walden vs. Chrysler Philip Cousino

01/23/2015

M DI ANE ONENS (VI A TELEPHONE)

Swift, Currie, McCGhee & Hiers, L.L.P.
1355 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 300
Atl anta, Georgia 30309

(404) 888-6160

di ane. ownens@w ftcurrie.com

Co- Counsel Appearing on behal f of Defendants.

ALAN L. DeGRAW

Chrysler Goup, L.L.C

1000 Chrysler Drive

Cl M5 485-13-62

Auburn Hills, M chigan 48326
(248) 512-4170

al ddo@hrysl er.com

ALSO PRESENT:

Dave Rohwedder

Kat e Dondero

Beth N. den

Bill Dunbar - Video Technician

I n- House Counsel Appearing on behalf of Defendant.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video

Page 3



© 00 N O O B~ W N PP

N N NN NN P R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N P O

Walden vs. Chrysler

Philip Cousino

01/23/2015

W TNESS
PH LI P J. COUSI NO

EXAM NATI ON BY MR

EXH BI T
(Exhi bits attached

DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPGOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T

TABLE OF CONTENTS

BUTLER, JR

EXH BI TS

to transcript.)

A

3

4
15-A
50

51
51-A
52

96
130
131
132
133

PAGE

PAGE

19
39
56
37
50
52
54
54
58
69
70
71
72

770-343-9696

Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video

Page 4



© 00 N O O B~ W N PP

N N NN NN P R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N P O

Walden vs. Chrysler Philip Cousino

01/23/2015

DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T 146
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 147

35
67

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video

Page 5



© o0 N oo o b~ w N PP

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
aa M~ W N B O © 00 N oo o0 M O w N -~ O
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Romul us, M chi gan
Friday, January 23, 2015
9:01 a.m

MR BUTLER. On the steno, this is the
vi deot aped deposition of M. Philip J. Cousino taken
pursuant to the Georgia Cvil Practice Act for al
al | owabl e purposes under cross-exam nation and for use
at trial.

Ready to go, Sheila?

MS. JEFFREY: | amready, yes.
MR, BUTLER, JR: | am
VIDEO TECHNICIAN: ['Ill do the read on and

start the recorders and everything. Gkay. Stand by.

(Of the record at 9:01 a.m)

(Back on the record at 9:02 a.m)

VIDEO TECHNI CIAN: W are now on the
record, and the tine is approximately 9:02 a.m This
is the beginning of disk 1 for the video deposition of
Phil J. Cousino. Wuld counsel present please
identify thenmsel ves and whomthey represent for the
record and the court reporter will swear in the
W tness thereafter?

MR, BUTLER, JR : For the plaintiffs, Jim

Butler, Jeb Butler, Dave Rohwedder along with

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 6
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paral egal s Beth @ enn and Kate Dondero.
MS. JEFFREY: For M. Cousino, Sheila
Jeffrey fromMIler Canfield.
MR DeGRAW Also present, Alan DeGaw with
FCAUS, L.L.C., fornerly known as Chrysler G oup,
L.L.C
MS. ONENS: And Diane Onens on behal f of
Chrysl er Group, now known as FCA.
MR. BUTLER, JR : For the benefit of the
jury, Ms. Owens is attending by tel ephone.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q State your nane for -- first swear the w tness.
VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  And at this tinme, please
swear the w tness.
PH LI P J. COUSI NO
was thereupon called as a witness herein, and after
having first been duly sworn to testify to the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth, was
exam ned and testified as foll ows:
BY MR BUTLER, JR:
Q State your nane for the record, please, sir.
A Philip Joseph Cousi no.
Q Is it Cousino?
A

[t's Cousino.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 7
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>

o > O >» O > O

Al right. Were do you work?

|'mretired. | retired from Chrysler Corporation in
Novenber of 2008.

Do you have a job now?

No, | don't not -- | do not.

Are you affiliated with a consulting outfit, PJC
Consul ting?

| -- | did that for -- | created a DBA about a year --
| think | worked for about a total of 50-some weeks
over a two- or three-year period, and | worked for a
friend of mne. Hs nanme was Jeff Zyburt that retired

fromChrysler, so | was kind of a contract enpl oyee

for him

Doi ng what ?

Doing -- we worked on quality -- quality issues at
Chrysler, actually, for -- for those weeks.

Wiere do you live?
| Iive in Monroe, M chigan.
What i s your age?
' m 60.
So in Novenber 2008 you were --
4.
-- 547
MS. JEFFREY: Just be careful to let him

finish the question before you answer just because she

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 8
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can't take down bot h.
THE W TNESS: Ckay, sorry.
MS. JEFFREY: That's all right.
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q You were the chief engineer for the 2005 nodel year
G and Cherokee for which the gas tank was noved away
fromthe rear, correct?
A The 2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee had a mdship fuel tank
that's correct, but it wasn't -- we didn't nove it
fromthe rear, we designed it as a mdship fuel tank
Were you the chief engineer?

| was the chief engineer.

It's either March or April of 2003.

o > O > O

The 2005 nodel year Grand Cherokee did not have its
gas tank at the rear, correct?

It had its gas tank at m dship position.

Wien di d you becone chief engineer for that platforn?

The previous nodel G and Cherokee had had its gas tank

at the rear, correct?

Yes.

That woul d have been the 1999 through 2004 G and
Cher okee, correct?

Yes.

Prior to that, the previous G and Cherokee nodel had

also had its gas tank at the rear, correct?
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o > O P

Prior to the '99 nodel, but | would assume, yes.

Do you know?

| -- | assunme yes. | don't enphatically know, | would
assume yes.

Ckay. Was 1990 -- that was the 1993 through 1998

Grand Cher okee, correct?

| don't know that -- | can't renenber exactly the
years for that nodel, but |I -- | assuned that's
correct.

Wll, the first tinme the gas tank on the G and
Cher okee was put anywhere but the rear was the 2005
nodel year, correct?
| think so.
And - -
It was fromthe W, | know that.
And the 2005 nodel year Grand Cherokee with the gas
tank mdship -- in the mdships |ocation was first
sold in 2004, correct?
It woul d have been sold in 2004, yes.
Let ne ask you this just to find out which way it's
going to be here today. Are you going to defend the
rear gas tank | ocation or not?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
|''mgoing --

MS. JEFFREY: Go ahead.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 10
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A
BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q

BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q

|'' m going to answer your questions.

Wl |, do you think the rear gas tank |ocation on the
1999 Grand Cherokee is defensible or not?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

You may answer.
I would answer this. | would say that the 1999 W or
Jeep Grand Cherokee net all internal and external
requirenents for that program They either net it or
exceeded it, so | assune -- | assunme, and | know t hat

they exceeded it for NHTSA requirenents for inpact.

My question, though, sir, is this. Wll, let ne
strike that.

You' re an engi neer, right?
"' man engi neer.
You were chief engineer for the G and Cherokee with
m dshi ps fuel tank, correct?
| was the chief engineer of the programin March of
2003. | was not involved in the architecture of the
vehi cl e, which woul d have happened in 2001 and
probably a little bit in 2002.

Where --
The architecture was -- the architecture of -- when a
vehicl e goes -- goes into production, it starts as an

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 11
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idea, it goes into prepackaging, it goes into a design
office node. Architecture is devel oped, the
architecture is where do you place everything. Those
t hi ngs were already done -- done when | becane chi ef
engineer. |In fact, we were already into a pilot build
phase for the first vehicles.

So the first tinme you were a chief engineer for any

G and Cherokee was March or April of 2003, correct?
Correct.

And at that tinme the decision had already been nade to
nove the gas tank away fromthe rear and put it in the
m dshi ps | ocation, correct?

The decision was made to put it in mdship.

Is that right, is the answer yes?

At that noment we were -- we were part of

Mer cedes- Benz, our CEO and COO were involved in the
design and architecture of that vehicle, and Mercedes
had their fuel tanks at mdship so they were
instrumental and | assume -- | assume because they
were involved -- that's who's involved in a design
office architecture of the vehicle is fairly high

| evel s of people at the conpany that because of their

i nvol venent and ownership of our conpany, they were
instrumental in making it mdshipment (sic), just as

it was from Mercedes.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 12
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Q

My question is -- strike that.

What was ny question? Looking at the
record here of the conputer to see what ny question
was.

Oh, when you becane chi ef engineer for the
2005 nodel year Grand Cherokee in March or April of
2003 the decision had al ready been made to nove the
gas tank away fromthe rear and put it in the mdships
| ocation, correct?
|f you're saying nove as if it's the same vehicle, it
was a brand-new vehicle, so fromthe design of the
brand- new vehicle, it was designed in as a mdship
tank. It wasn't noved, it was designed that way.
It's a brand-new architecture, brand-new vehicle,
brand- new syst ens.

What was the nanme given -- well, strike that.

Wasn't the 1999 G and Cherokee call ed,

quote, the G and Cherokee, closed quote?

The 1999 W was called a Jeep G and Cher okee.

Wasn't the -- what was the little badge you all gave
to the 2005 nodel year G and Cherokee, WK; is that
right?

It went fromW to W

Al right. Was the 2005 nodel year vehicle that you

all called internally the WK al so sold as a, quote,

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 13
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A

G and Cherokee, closed quote?

Yes.

Isn'"t it true that the 1999 G and Cherokee had a gas
tank at the rear?

Yes.

Isn't it true that the 2005 nodel year G and Cherokee
had the gas tank m dshi ps?

Yes.

All right. Now, you said in one of your answers
previously that the architecture of the vehicle starts
as an idea. Wuwose idea was it to put the gas tank in
the m dships location rather than at the rear?

| -- 1 don't know | think in talking to -- because |
wasn't part of the program | think in talking to the
chassis engineering director, whose nane is Denny

Mot hart, who is -- who is deceased, that he nentioned
that Dieter Zetsche and Wl fgang Bernhard, who were
the CEO and COO of the conpany, both from Mercedes,
were involved in that decision.

Do you know who nade the decision?

No, | do not.

But you did say in a prior answer that Mercedes-Benz
was instrumental in noving the gas tank away fromthe
rear; do you renenber saying that?

Uh- huh.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 14
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A

A
BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q

o > O P

MS. JEFFREY: You shoul d answer yes or no.
Ch, yes.
MS. JEFFREY: Just for the record.

Sorry.

Have you seen any docunents about who made the
decision to nove the gas tank or why?

No.

Have you met with Chrysler Goup's |awers before your
deposition here today?

| met last Friday wth Sheila and Brian, who were from
her law firm and that's --

Did they show you any docunents wth respect to who
made the decision to nove the gas tank or why it was
nmoved?

No.

Did you ask for any?

No.

In preparation for -- you -- strike that.

You understand this deposition is about the
| ocation of the gas tank on the G and Cherokee, don't
you?
| do now, after talking to themlast Friday.

Ckay. Did you ask to | ook at any docunents about why

t he gas tank | ocation was changed?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 15
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After | retired fromChrysler or during retirenment?
No, strike that. |['Il redo the question again, |'lI
strike all that.

Wien you net with the Chrysler G oup
| awyers |l ast Friday, did you ask to | ook at any
docunment s about why the gas tank | ocation was changed?
The awers | net wth last Friday were not Chrysler
| awyers, they were froman outside firmthat's
representing Chrysler, and | did not ask that
questi on.
kay. Have you net M. Alan DeG aw, who is inside
| awyer with Chrysler, before this norning?
| met himthis norning. Wen | retired from Chrysler
i n Novenber 2008 he was not enpl oyed there.
Ckay. Did you ask M. DeGaw for any --
No.
-- to let you ook at any docunents about who nade the
deci sion to change the location of the gas tank or
why ?
| nmet -- | nmet himabout three mnutes before | wal ked
into the conference room
So the answer is no --
The answer is no.
-- you didn't ask -- okay.

Wiy did you retire at age 54?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 16
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A

| nteresting question. |In Novenber of 2008 Chrysler
was financially in a lot of trouble and that they were
trying to reduce the -- and | don't know the exact
percentage, but were trying to reduce the workforce at
Auburn HIls by a substantial amount, and |'mgoing to
estimate it was about 20 percent, | may be off. |
decided to take that retirenent, they gave us an early
retirement package and | decided to | eave so that -- |
was 54, | had a fairly healthy career, | decided to

| eave so that younger people that had -- were nmarried
and had kids didn't have to | eave.

Ms. Jeffrey has told her -- us before this deposition
t hat she represents you as your |awer; is that
correct?

Yes.

Let me get back to my question about whether or not
the rear gas tank location is defensible. Have you
ever given a deposition before?

Not a deposition. 1've been in civil -- in circuit
court for a human resource issue at Chrysler.

Do you know if any of the Chrysler entities have ever
actually gone to trial before a jury defending the
rear gas tank location in these Jeep vehicles?

No.

Do you know one way or the other?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 17
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A

o > O P

o >» O > O »F

Do not.
Do you know one way or the other?
| don't understand that question.
Vell, do you know of -- let nme rephrase ny question,
strike the prior question.
Do you know of any case where any of the
Chrysler entities have actually gone to trial before a
jury and defended the Jeeps with rear gas tanks?
| do not know.
Now, you understand that Ms. Jeffrey also represents
Chrysler Group in this case?
|s that a question?
Yeah, you --
Yes.
-- understand that, don't you?
Yes.
Ckay. Have you ever hired any |awers fromher firm
the firmof MIler Canfield, before you hired her for
this deposition?
No.
Did you know Ms. Jeffrey before you first spoke with
her about being your |awyer at this deposition?
No.
Are you paying her?
No.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 18
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> O >» O >

Who i s?
Don't know.
Wien did you --

| know |I' m not.
Wien did you hire Ms. Jeffrey?
In May of 2014 | received a letter from Chrysler

stating -- a very macro statenent about this case, and
that if | chose as a -- as a retired enpl oyee of
Chrysler, if | chose, | could contact Sheila from her

law firmso that they would represent ne.
Let me see that letter, please, sir.
| don't have it.
MR BUTLER, JR: M. Jeffrey, do you have

that letter?

MS. JEFFREY: | don't, no.
That letter's at hone, | didn't see a need to bring
it.

MR, BUTLER, JR: Al right. 1'mgoing to
mark this blank sheet of paper with -- that's al

right, as Plaintiffs' Exhibit A and that's going to
be a letter to M. Cousino from Chrysler G oup, and
"Il ask Ms. Jeffrey to provide it to us and the court
reporter after this deposition.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPCSI TION EXHI BIT A
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BY MR BUTLER JR:
Q

A
BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q

o >» O >» O >» O P

9:18 a. m

Now, so it was Chrysler Goup's idea for you to
contact Ms. Jeffrey, not your own, correct?
| didn't know Jeff -- | didn't know Sheila so |
woul dn't have contacted her. It was a Chrysler
directive, if | chose to seek | egal counsel.
It was Chrysler Goup's idea for you to hire Ms.
Jeffrey, not your own, correct?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

You can answer.

Yes.

All right. Dd Chrysler Goup tell you why -- well,
strike that.
When you nmet with the awers for Chrysler
G oup last Friday, how |l ong was the neeting?
Approxi mately two hours.
Wiere did you neet?
In Troy, Mchigan in -- at their office.
The office of the MIler Canfield law firnf
Correct.
Were do you live?
| live in Mnroe, M chigan.

How far is that from Troy?

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 20
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A

o >» O » O » O >» O > O F

A

Vll, it used to be for ne to drive to Auburn Hlls
was about 70 mles, so that would be a little bit

l ess, so I'"'mgoing to assune it was in the | ow 60s.
So you drove to their office to neet wth them | ast
Fri day?

Yes.

Did you review any docunents?

| did not review any docunents with them

Did they show you any docunents?

| didn't see any docunents.

Did you review any depositions of other people?

No, we did not.

Have you read the deposition of M. Estes?

| did not, and I don't know M. Estes.

Have you read the deposition of M. Marchi onne?

No.

Has anybody told you what M. Estes said in his sworn
testi nony?

Was he --- okay. Was he sworn -- | don't renenber --
was he recently sworn?

Decenber 10, 2014.

No.

Has anybody told you what M. Marchionne said in his
sworn testinony on January 9, 2015?

No.
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Q You were al so chief engineer for another Jeep vehicle
cal l ed the Jeep Commander, correct?
Yes.

Q Isn'"t it true that the gas tank on the Jeep Commander
was also in the m dships |ocation?

A The -- can | answer it? The 2005 Jeep G and Cherokee
and the 2006 Jeep Conmander were the same
architecture, body type, so they would automatically
have the sane placenent of where the fuel tank was.

MR. BUTLER, JR : Mve --

A The only difference was that the Jeep Conmander was |
think 18 inches longer and had a third row seat, but
they're the same architecture. Qutside they didn't
| ook the sane, but the same architecture.

MR. BUTLER, JR: Mve to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.

BY MR- BUTLER, JR

Q Isn'"t it true that the Jeep Conmander also had a
m dshi ps gas tank?

A Yes, because of the sane architecture of the G and
Cher okee of 2005.

Q Do you have any know edge of wrecks where Jeeps wth
rear gas tanks were hit in the rear and fire resulted?

A Wien you say the word weck, | don't know what the

word weck -- what does wecks nmean?
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A

Wecks, |ike car wecks?
Ch, wr-e-c-k-s?
Sorry, | speak with a different accent, | suppose.
Let me do it again.
|''mnot inplying that, | just didn't understand the
wor d, no of f ense.
That's all right, I was born with it and haven't been
able -- haven't tried to escape it, frankly.

Do you have any know edge of wecks where
Jeeps with rear gas tanks were hit in the rear and
fire resul ted?
No.
Have you read about --
Excuse ne, no until this case. | did hear about it
only in dealing with Sheil a.

Last Friday?

Vell, we -- we net last Friday. W may have nenti oned
it on a phone call | had with her.

Last Friday --

| had to call her to initiate the -- her to represent

me, so that's..

Last Friday was January 16, 2015. You hired M.
Jeffrey in May of 2014. Had you nmet her before | ast
Friday?

No.
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Q

Back to ny question. Have you read about or seen on
TV anyt hi ng about wrecks involving Jeeps with rear gas
tanks that got hit in the rear and fire resulted?
No.
Do you watch the Mchigan -- or strike that.

Do you watch the Detroit, M chigan
tel evision stations?
Typically I'"mwatching Tol edo area stations because
that's what we get in our cable.
Did you see or read anything about the weck that
happened on Novenber 11, 2014 in Detroit where a
23-year-old pregnant |ady named Kayla Wite was
driving a Jeep, it was hit in the rear and there was
an expl osion and she burned to death?
No.
So you' ve never read or heard anything about a weck
where a Jeep with a rear gas tank got hit in the rear
and a fire resulted, correct?
Correct.
Wio at Chrysler was charged with the responsibility
for nmonitoring the field performance of Jeeps with
rear gas tanks, that is how they actually perfornmed in
the real world in wecks?
Wio at Chrysler would have been responsi bl e when | was

there? | assumed it was -- we had a safety office
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that they would have been tracking that, if that
happened.
Did anybody at Chrysler ever tell you about how Jeeps
wth rear gas tanks were performng in real-world
wr ecks?
Not when | was there.
Isn't it just conmon sense, sir, that 11 inches from
the back of a car is not a good place to put a tank
full of gasoline?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

You may answer.
Let ne answer it this way. M -- ny career at
Chrysler is varied and so |'ve been involved wth
total car activity quite a bit, and so |I'mvery tuned
inwith both internal and external testing, test
devel opnent and testing and durability testing, and
all I will say -- all | can say is that external
requi renents for the car -- we have internal also, but
external requirenents of the car, especially for NHTSA
and for inpact testing, | assunme -- | assune
requi renents at that nonment were safe for the general
public because that's a government institution, I
assune they know what they're doing, so I can't answer
your question.

MR BUTLER, JR : Mve to strike as
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BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

nonr esponsi ve.

Let ne ask ny question again, sir, and if you -- if
your answer is | cannot answer, that's fine, just tell
us that. M question is this: Isn't it just common
sense that 11 inches fromthe back of a car is not a
good place to put a tank full of gasoline?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
| have to answer again, | assune at the -- at the
nmoment that for that vehicle Chrysler net all
requi renents of external testing, and they net or
exceeded them so | assunme that the NHTSA requirenents
are both mninmum and neet all the safety requirenents
at that tine. | -- | have to assune that -- | have to
di sagree with you because NHTSA requirenents, we net

the -- we exceeded them

Wiy do you assune that Chrysler net all the external
requirenents?

Because they -- because they did.

How do you know t hat ?

Wll, as a chief engineer I'mtracking where we're at
as a -- as a vehicle, full vehicle, so | understand
where we're at for engine testing and transm ssion

testing results. We were after devel opnment durability
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for conponents and if we nmeet -- you know, are we
nmeeting inpact testing? W would never have gone to
launch if we didn't, and I think we probably scored
extrenely high for five-star ratings on our testing.
| did get -- | did get that feedback because | was
chi ef engi neer.

MR- BUTLER, JR : Move to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q My question, sir, is do you personally know that the
1999 G and Cherokee nmet the 301 standard?

Do | personally know it did, no.

Q Ckay. The fact is that what -- what autonmakers do
wth respect to federal standards |ike 301, which is
the fuel safety standard, is they self-certify that
they net the test; isn't that right?
| do not know that.

Do you have any know edge of anybody but -- well,
strike that.
Do you agree that there is a | ot of
col I aboration between autonekers |ike Chrysler Goup
and NHTSA?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A | don't know that, but | assume private conpanies wth

governnent NHTSA direction, they probably do
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BY MR BUTLER JR:
Q

A
BY MR- BUTLER, JR

Q
A

col | abor at e.

Do you agree that a lot of top -- strike that, let ne
start over.

Do you agree that a |ot of top NHTSA
officials have left that agency and gone to work for
aut omakers?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

| -- there's no way | would know t hat.

Have you ever heard anything about that?
No.
Were you aware that in this case, M. and Ms.
Wal den' s case, one of Chrysler Goup's |lawers is
naned -- is a |ady naned Erica Jones who used to be
chi ef counsel at NHTSA?
| woul d never have known that until you just said it.
Isn"t it just common sense, sir, that ahead of the
axle in the mdships location is a safer place to put
a tank full of gasoline?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
| wll say that it -- that NHTSA requirenments for --
for inpact testing are what they are and we neet --
and we neet the requirenments because we woul d never

have | aunched. | cannot -- | don't have the expertise
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BY MR BUTLER, JR:
Q

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q
A.

to say if a tank's here or here which one's safer.
MR BUTLER, JR : Mwe to strike as

nonr esponsi ve.

Let ne repeat ny question. |Isn't it just conmon
sense, sir, that ahead of the axle in the mdships
location is a safer place to put a tank full of
gasol i ne?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to formand he did
answer it.
The term comon sense, | would have to -- for you --
for me to answer your question, |I'd have to do a study
and -- and do sonme -- a huge anount of work to answer
your question, and | can't answer it fromthe term

commbn sense.

Al right.

Common sense doesn't al ways nake sense.

Wul d you agree with this statenment that | |earned
fromny daddy, who was an engi neer, and that is,
engineering is sinply refined conmon sense?

| don't knowif I'd agree with that term

ALl right. In the discussions about where to | ocate
the gas tank on the 2005 nodel year Grand Cherokee,

di d anyone ever nention the word, quote, safety,
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cl osed quote?
| was involved in no discussions for |ocation of the
fuel tank because | joined the programin March or
April -- and I can't renmenber the nonth, and | shoul d,
March or April of 2003, that the architecture of that
vehi cl e woul d have been started no later than 2000,
coul d have been 2000-2001, in a design office
di rection.
Do you know who was involved -- strike that.

Do you know who was involved in the
di scussi ons about where to |ocate the gas tank on the
2005 nodel year Grand Cherokee?
| do not know the nanes. | was just -- | was just
estimating that because the CEO and the CEO -- the COO
and the CEQ, Dieter Zetsche and Wl fgang Bernhard,
was assum ng they were involved because they were --
they were from Mercedes, this was one of their first
vehicles they worked on with the Chrysler 300, and |
assune their input was pretty -- pretty strong.
So the 2005 G and Cherokee along with the Chrysler 300
were two of the first vehicles Mercedes executives and
engi neers worked on after DaimerChrysler was forned,
correct?
They were the ones that would have had sone input into

the architecture of the two vehicles. | know that

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 30




© o0 N oo o b~ w N PP

N RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
aa M~ W N B O © 00 N oo o0 M O w N -~ O

Walden vs. Chrysler Philip Cousino 01/23/2015

when they -- they came -- both of them canme when we
were | think |aunching the Jeep Liberty, and so
they -- anything after that point they would have --
woul d not have touched. It would have been -- it
woul d have been al ready conpl et ed.

BY MR BUTLER, JR: Mve to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Let ne repeat ny question. So the 2005 G and Cherokee
along with the Chrysler 300 were two of the first
vehi cl es Mercedes executives and engi neers worked on
after DaimerChrysler was fornmed, correct?

A | think executives -- when you say the word engi neers,
Mer cedes engi neers at that nonent were not designing
the 300 or Chrysler Jeep Grand Cherokee --

Q Let ne withdraw ny question, I'Il rephrase it. So the
2005 Grand Cherokee along with the Chrysler 300 were
two of the first vehicles Mercedes executives worked
on after DaimerChrysler was fornmed, correct?

A | f worked on nmeans had influence in the design
direction, the answer is yes.

Q Al right. Do you know who could tell us who was
involved in the decision to |ocate the gas tank on the
2005 nodel year Grand Cherokee m dshi ps ahead of the

axle instead of at the rear?
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A

A

If you call Dieter Zetsche or Wl fgang Bernhard, they
woul d know.

Wiere are they, are they in Gernmany?

Vell, D eter Zetsche is CEO of Mercedes, and | don't

know where Bernhard is. At one nonent he was fairly

hi gh up at Vol kswagen.

Do you know of anybody that works for Chrysler Goup

who woul d know t he answer to that question?

Not -- do they work there now, | think if you pick
sonebody - -
Let ne strike that. ['lIl withdrawit. Do you know

anybody who works for Chrysler G oup now or who used
to work for Chrysler G oup who would know t he answer
to the question about who nmade the decision to |ocate
the gas tank in the 2005 nodel year Grand Cherokee in
the m dships | ocation ahead of the axle instead of at
the rear?
| don't know.
Sonebody had to be involved in that decision, didn't
they, from Chrysler?
Absol ut el y.
And isn't it true that there'd have to be docunents
that state who was involved in that decision?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

It's probably true with docunments, but if -- if
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Chrysler -- if a private conpany's follow ng typical
protocol l|ike you would with your incone taxes,
there's probably a set nunber of years that you woul d
keep your docunents and then you woul d di scard them
and | don't know what it is for Chrysler, but it -- if
we're tal king about income tax right now, we'd say

di scard after seven years.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Are you assum ng that Chrysler has destroyed those
docunent s?

A | don't know that.

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A | do not know that.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Do you -- you do understand that this is not the first
lawsuit ever filed against Chrysler involving a Jeep
with a rear gas tank that was hit in the rear and an
expl osi on occurred and people were burned or --
injured or killed by fire, you understand there's been
prior lawsuits, don't you?

No, | do not.

Do you have any understandi ng that when a corporation
has been sued and the contention is nade that there
was a defect in the car, the corporation's not

supposed to destroy docunents?
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MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form and
f oundati on.
A | don't -- | don't knowthat. | -- I don't know that
and | --
BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q If --
MS. JEFFREY: Were you done?
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q In all the years you were at Chrysler you never heard
anyt hi ng about Chrysler getting sued because people
were killed or injured by a fire after Jeeps with rear

gas tanks got hit in the rear?

A After | left Chrysler or --

Q No, no.

A -- during Chrysler?

Q No. In all the years you were at Chrysler you never
heard anythi ng about Chrysler getting sued because
people were killed or injured by fire after Jeeps with
rear gas tanks got hit in the rear?
| did not, | did not hear.

Did you -- did anyone at Chrysler ever tell you or ask
you to be sure you saved docunents that m ght be
relevant to a |awsuit?

A | don't remenber that conversation. | wll say no

because when | was working at Chrysler there was never
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A

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q
A.

BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q

an ongoing lawsuit that | was involved in, so |l -- 1|'d
answer no.
Do you deny that a mdships gas tank location is safer
than putting the gas tank 11 inches fromthe back of
the car and hanging 6 inches below the car?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
| can't answer that because |'d have to do sone

anal ysis nyself --

Vell, let me --
-- to answer that nmy -- to answer it.
MR, BUTLER, JR : What's our next nunber?
PRE- MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 146
9:38 a. m

Let ne show you a docunent that |'ve marked as
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 146, and |I've only got one copy of
it because ny son just drewit. Look at that
docunent, if you would, please, sir. On the left you
see a -- a drawing of a -- of a vehicle with a gas
tank at the rear; do you see that?
Yes.

MS. JEFFREY: Just object to form there's

no draw ng of a vehicle here.
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BY MR BUTLER, JR:
Q On the right you see a -- | don't know what to call
this, a schematic or a -- of a drawing -- of a vehicle

wth the gas tank in the mdships |ocation; do you see

t hat ?
A Wll, it -- there's a rectangle with four circles
that's supposed to be docunenting a car, | guess, and

there is a fuel tank colored in red in the mddle.
Q And that's right next to the vehicle --
One.
Q -- Wth -- or a drawmng wth a vehicle with the fuel
tank colored in red at the back, right?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A It's right next to another rectangle with circles wth
the red box in the rear.
BY MR BUTLER, JR:
Q Whi ch one of those is safer in rear inpacts, sir?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | cannot answer that.
MR BUTLER, JR: Let ne showthis to the
jury so the jury wll know what we're tal king about.
Got it? Al right.
BY MR BUTLER, JR:
Q Did you ever see any actual crash test reports on

Grand Cherokees with the gas tanks at the rear?
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A | would not have seen the reports. | would have heard
results -- oh, no, not for the rear. Anything that I
heard was for ny program which was the WK and so the
answer is no. | would not have been involved, |
woul dn't have been in any neetings with reports, but
if the answer -- if the question was WK, the answer is
|'ve heard results fromthose test results.

MR. BUTLER, JR: Move to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Did you ever see any crash -- let ne ask the question
agai n.

Did you ever see any crash test reports on
G and Cherokees with the gas tanks in the rear?
A No.
PRE- MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPOSI TION EXHI BI T 15-A
9:40 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q Let me show you a docunent that's been previously
marked as Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 15-A Have you

ever seen that docunent before right now?

No.
Let -- thisis -- the jury's already heard about this
and so I'll identify it. This is the Novenber 18,
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A
BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q

A

BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

A

BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

1999 50 mle per hour rear inpact offset crash test
into a 1999 G and Cherokee. | want you to just | ook
at page 2. This has got a photograph, correct?

M5. OAENS: Cbjection to form

There is a photograph, yes.

Now tell the jury why you think that in this crash --
rear inpact crash test at 50 mles an hour, Chrysler
woul d have put a steel cage, that you see there in
green, around the gas tank and a steel bunper, quote,
beam cl osed quote, that you see there in red behind
the gas tank to protect it?
M5. JEFFREY: (bject to form
| can't answer the question, |I'd be -- | can't answer

It.

Well, isn't it true, sir, that the answer is and has
to be because they knew the gas tank needed nore
protection?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
| can't -- | can't assume your answer is correct

ei t her.

Isn't it true, sir, that the only reason to put a

steel cage around a gas tank and a bunper beam behi nd
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the gas tank to protect it in a rear inpact crash test
i s because Chrysler knew the gas tank needed nore
protection?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A | wasn't part -- | wasn't part of the group that did
this, so | wouldn't have known this background for it,
so | cannot answer that.
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q Isn't it true that the 1999 Grand Cherokee in which
Renmy Wl den burned to death had none of that kind of
protection?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A Are you saying in none of the -- none of the stuff
that is in this photo?
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q Yes, sir
A The -- this photo -- this would not have been on a '99
Gand -- or W.
Q Thank you, sir.
PRE- MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T 3
9:43 a. m
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q And | want you to -- | want to show you Plaintiffs

Exhi bit Nunmber 3, which is a photograph of the rear of
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a 1999 Grand Cherokee with the plastic fascia renoved.
Do you recogni ze that?

Not really.

Have you ever seen the back of a 1999 through 2004 W
G and Cher okee?

Yes.
Ckay.
But without -- but you asked wi thout the fascia, and |
would -- | wouldn't have seen this view-- | wouldn't

have seen this photo.
So you' ve never seen the back of one of those G and
Cherokees with rear gas tanks with that fascia
renmoved; is that --
| -- | would have seen them but |I'mlooking at this
picture and | would -- this -- I'mlooking at this
picture for the first tine.
Al right. Well, doesn't this show what kind of
protection the back of the gas tank on a 1999 G and
Cherokee had if you took off that plastic trinf

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
Again, | assume -- | assune this is a G and Cherokee.
| assune this is a Jeep G and Cherokee, | don't know
what vintage year it is. | -- it looks like the
fascia has been renoved and that's -- and you're

seei ng what you see.

770-343-9696 Tiffany Alley Globa Reporting & Video Page 40



© 00 N oo o b~ O w N P

N N N N NN P PP R R PR R R, PP
g A W N P O © ©® N o U A W N P O

Walden vs. Chrysler Philip Cousino 01/23/2015

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q There's no protection there, is there?
M5. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | can't -- | would -- if this is the way the vehicle
was built, if this was the way the vehicle was built,
then all | can tell you is that it net al
requirenments for inpact testing.
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q Let me ask it this way. Do you see any protection
there for rear inpact for the gas -- strike that.
Do you see anything there that would
protect the gas tank fromrear inpact?
A Sure, Styrofoaminserts, it |looks Iike there's steel,
just looking at this picture of this -- if thisis a
Jeep Grand Cherokee, it | ooks like there is sone
protection.
Q You think Styrofoam-- Styrofoamthat -- strike that.
Do you think that Styrofoaminsert would
protect the gas tank?
A | assume that whatever was -- whatever the production
buil d of the vehicle was net requirenents.
Q Sir --
A And when you tal k about Styrofoam just so there's no
confusion, Styrofoam nost people think of Styrofoam

as soft, Styrofoam can be extrenely hard.
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MR, BUTLER, JR : Move to strike --

A So --

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q |''msorry, are you through?

A So a Styrofoaminsert could be very good at
protecting, it probably is very good at protecting
because it is designed that way.

MR BUTLER, JR : Mbove to strike everything
after the word when -- or including the word when.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Sir, are you famliar -- strike that.

Has anybody told you what Chrysler's fuel
systens expert witness in this case, John O son, has
said what's at the back of the 1999 G and Cherokee?
No, no.

Isn't it true that the only netal is the netal that
you see going fromone side to the other that's
connecting the two sides of the -- of the body panel s?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to formand
f oundat i on.

A |'d have to ook at this -- you're ask -- 1'd have to
| ook at this picture nore to really answer your
guestion because a couple things. | don't know -- |
don't know what's been renoved fromthe vehicle. |

don't know, so this picture is newto nme, | can't
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answer .

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q
A.

Are you famliar wwth the -- with the word underride?
In a very general way, yes.

Wl |, you understand that an underride weck is where
the striking vehicle goes under the bottom of the back
of the vehicle that's hit?

| didn't -- | didn't knowit in that termbut | -- |
|istened to what you just said.

Vell, tell -- tell the jury what protection there was
for this rear gas tank on the G and Cherokee when a
vehicle -- strike that.

Tell the jury what protection there was for
the rear gas tank on the Jeep vehicles when they were
hit in the rear in an underride weck?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form and
f oundati on.
| have -- | can't answer that. |'d have to have
two -- |I'd have to have several groups with ne. |I'd
have to have the body and engineering group |I'd have
to have the fuel systens group, |'d have to have the
under body chassis group, and |I'd have to review it
wth themand then | can answer your question. |
wasn't involved in this -- | wasn't involved in this

design so it would be just conjecture on ny part to
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answer your question.

BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

VWll, | don't want you to conjecture. Just |ook at
Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 3. The fascia has been
renoved, that plastic strip, so you see what you see.
Do you see there any protection that the Jeeps with
rear gas tanks had in underride rear inpacts?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

| can't tell fromthis picture because |I'd have to --
|'d have to ook at it at different angles, | can't

answer the question.

BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

Do you see anything that would keep the striking
vehicle fromhitting the gas tank directly?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

Sir, | can't answer your question, |I'd have to | ook at
multiple views. This is just a -- it's an odd view of
a vehicle.

BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q

Do you agree that rear inpact wecks happen all the
time?

Do | agree that rear inpact accidents happen in the
world with any car, is that the --

No, no, let ne do it again. Do you agree that rear

i npact wecks happen frequently?
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For all autos --

Just --

-- and trucks?

Just in the world?

In the world? Do they happen often? | don't know
what the word often neans, but they happen, they
happen.

How | ong have you been driving a vehicle?

|''m 60 years ol d.

So do the math, 44 years?

No, probably nore like 18, it would be 42.

Ckay. Have you ever had -- been in a rear inpact

wr eck?

No.

Have you ever seen one?

|'ve seen one on the expressway, Yes.

Wul d you agree that automakers know that the vehicles
t hey manufacture and sell are going to get hit in the
rear, that's going to happen?

That's -- | assune that's -- |'mgoing to say they --
t hey know they have to protect their inpact test --

I mpact test.

Al right. Do you --

| assume they get perm ssion from NHTSA to do that.

Do you see -- nove to strike the last part that starts
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wth | assune.
Do you see anything in Plaintiffs' Exhibit
3 that would protect the gas tank on the back of these
Jeeps with rear gas tanks frombeing hit directly by
the striking vehicle in an underride rear inpact --
MS. JEFFREY: (Object --
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q -- do you see anything there?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to formand he's

answered it.

A | can answer again. | -- | -- | wasn't involved in
this, I can't tell fromthis view |If you wanted --
the viewis -- you're looking at a view face-on, you'd
have to be looking at it fromnmultiple -- you'd have

to be looking at it fromside view, different views to
even get a sense of what it is.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Isn't it true that -- strike that.

Isn't it true that in a rear inpact
underride there is nothing to keep the gas tank from
getting hit directly by the striking vehicle?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form and
f oundat i on.

A Fromthis picture | cannot tell

BY MR- BUTLER, JR
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Q Vell, fromthis picture or just your comobn sense and
engi neering know edge, isn't it true that in a rear
i npact underride there is nothing to keep the gas tank
on these Jeeps with rear gas tanks fromgetting hit
directly by the striking vehicle?

A | can't answer that because |I'd have to -- | wasn't
involved with the programand |'mnot intinmately
know edgeabl e of the body and the undercarriage and
t he suspension and the -- |'m not know edgeabl e enough
to answer.

Q As an engi neer what woul d you expect to happen in a
rear inpact weck into a car with a gas tank 11 inches
fromthe back that hangs down 6 inches bel ow the
bottom of the car?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A That woul d be pure conjecture on ny part, | can't
answer it.

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q Isn'"t it foreseeable that in that kind of weck the
gas tank coul d be punctured?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A | can't answer that either.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Isn't it true -- is it -- strike that.

Isn't it foreseeable that in that kind of
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weck the gas tank could be crushed?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A Sir, I can't answer that.
BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q Isn't it true that in that kind of weck it is
foreseeabl e that a gasoline explosion m ght occur?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A Can't answer that.
BY MR BUTLER, JR:
Q Isn't it true that that has actually happened in many

times in wecks involving these Jeeps with rear gas

t anks?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | know of this case after hearing it from Sheila that
there was -- sonethi ng happened, sone acci dent

happened froma rear inpact into a Jeep G and
Cher okee.
BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q Isn"t it true that a gasoline explosion is what killed
Rem ngt on \Wal den?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A. |'maware of the case as -- |'maware of the case.
What caused -- what caused the actual death |'m not
awar e of .

BY MR BUTLER, JR:
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Q Look again at Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 3. And
that's the rear of the Jeep G and Cherokee 1999 rear
vent -- strike that.

That's the rear of the 1999 G and Cherokee
wth the fascia or plastic trimrenoved. Wuld you
agree with me, sir, that that gas tank |ocation does
not | ook safe at all?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | would not agree with you.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Isn't it true, sir -- well, let nme strike that.

I f soneone were to say to you that that gas
tank | ocation design was, quote, absolutely safe,
cl osed quote, would you agree with that?

A | would agree that -- that fuel tank l|ocation on that
car met all NHTSA requirenments for the production of
that vehicle --

Q Now - -

-- either net themor exceeded them

Q That wasn't ny question, sir. |f someone were to say
to you that that gas tank |ocation design shown in
Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunmber 3 was, quote, absolutely
safe, closed quote, would you agree with that or not?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | would agree -- | would say yes.
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BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Ckay. Isn't it true, sir, that in these Jeeps with
rear gas tanks the spare tire was better protected
t han the gas tank?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A Sir, I can't answer that. |'d have to do a study with
the parties | tal ked about before. | need about four
di fferent engi neering systens invol ved.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Isn't it true, sir, that Chrysler could have put the
gas tank on the 1999 G and Cherokee in the m dships
| ocati on ahead of the rear axle?

A | don't know -- | wasn't involved in the architecture
so | don't know -- | don't know how to answer that.

Q Were you aware that Chrysler Goup has adm tted that
the gas tank on the 1999 G and Cherokee coul d have
been | ocated in the m dships |ocation?

A Am | aware of that -- of a statenment? The answer is
no.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPGCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 50
9:56 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q All right. 1'mshowi ng you what's been nmarked as
Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 50. Do you see at the top
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of the page there it says Janes Brian \Wal den and
Li ndsey Wal den vs. Chrysler Goup and Bryan Harrell
do you see that?
Yes.
And it says -- the title of this docunent is, quote,
Chrysler Group, L.L.C."s response to plaintiffs' sixth
continuing requests for adm ssion; do you see that?
Yes.
Turn over to page 5, if you would. The first ful
paragraph reads as follows, quote, request for
adm ssion nunber 6, Chrysler could have |ocated the
fuel tank in the 1993-2004 G and Cherokees in a
m dship | ocation, paren, that is forward of the rear
axl e, closed quote; did | read that correctly?
This is for request for adm ssion nunber 6 --
Yeah.
-- Chrysler could have | ocated?

You read that correctly.
And in the response isn't it true that Chrysler G oup
wote that it admts that it was possible to locate a
fuel tank in those vehicles forward of the rear axle,
the first sentence of the response?
Yes.

MS. JEFFREY: Wen we get to a good

transition point, M. Butler, can we take a
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five-m nute break?
MR, BUTLER, JR : Yes, na' am
MS. JEFFREY: Thank you.

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q Isn't it true, sir, that there was plenty of room
ahead of the rear axle on the 1999 G and Cherokee to
put the gas tank there?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | don't know that.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TI ON EXH BI T 51
9:59 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q | show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 51, sir. This
is a photograph of a 1999 G and Cherokee that has not
been in a weck that shows -- you see the rear gas
tank back there, don't you?

This is a '99 --
Yes, sir.
A -- Jeep Grand Cherokee?
| see the gas tank, yes.

Q And don't you see that there's plenty of room ahead of
the rear axle to put a gas tank?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A Vell, sir, you know that a | ot of conponents nust have
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been renoved fromthis photo. You're |ooking at an
under body of a Jeep Grand Cherokee. That isn't what
you -- if you put a Jeep Grand Cherokee on a hoi st,
that is not what you woul d see.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Are you saying that conmponents have been renoved on
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 51, that conponents have been
renmoved fromthis vehicle, as the jury looks at this
phot ograph, to the right of the drive shaft are you
sayi ng sonething's been renoved?

A | -- this -- this looks like it's been -- parts have
been renoved fromit.

Q What parts would that be, sir?

A | don't know, it looks like it's just -- |ike where
woul d the -- there typically would be |ines going back
and -- and covers and -- this looks like it's -- parts

have been renoved.

Q ' mgoing to show you ny copy of the photograph, | put
an X right there on the right side of the photograph
of the drive shaft; do you see that?
| see it.

Now, that is where the gas tank was put for the 2005
nodel year Grand Cherokee, correct?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A It's in that area but this underbody is different --
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woul d have been different than this picture. The 2005
under body woul d not have been -- it was redesigned.

MR BUTLER, JR: [I'll show the jury
Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 51 with the X |I've just
drawn on it.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Sir, are you saying that before this photograph was
taken that conponents were renoved fromthe area where
that X appears?

So this is your picture, |I can't answer that question.

Q kay, thank you, sir.

I*mgoing to mark the photograph | just
showed to the jury with an X that | drewon it as
Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 51-A for the record.

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 51-A

10: 02 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q "Il show you next, sir, Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber
52.

PRE- MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPOSI TI ON EXHI BI T 52

10: 02 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q That, in fact, is a 2005 nodel year G and Cherokee
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t hat shows where the gas tank was | ocated, correct?
It shows the |ocation of the fuel tank.
Yes, sir. Now, as this picture denonstrates for the
2005 nodel year Grand Cherokee with the m dshi ps gas
tank, the gas tank was protected better than the spare
tire, correct?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A The fuel tank is located md position in the vehicle,
that's all | can tell you.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q It's in a safer position than the spare tire, isn't
it?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A It's positioned m dship.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Is that a yes or a no or | can't answer that question?

A | can't answer.

Q Ckay. Has anybody asked you to | ook at photographs of
t he underside of the Waldens' G and Cherokee to see if
the gas tank on that car had been in the m dships
| ocation instead of the rear of the vehicle whether it
woul d have been danmaged at all?

A No.

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form and

f oundat i on.
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A

No one asked that.

BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

Have you seen any phot ographs of the Wal dens' G and
Cherokee after it was inpacted in the rear and then

burned up?

| saw one photo last Friday of the vehicle froma top

Vi ew.
Was it on fire?
Uh- huh, vyes.
MR BUTLER, JR: Ckay. This is a good
time for a break.

MS. JEFFREY: Ckay, thank you.

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN.  And we are now goi ng of f

record. The time is 10:03 a. m

(Recess taken at 10:03 a.m)

(Back on the record at 10:12 a.m)

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN: W are now back on
record. The time is 10:12 a. m

PRE- MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:

DEPCSI TION EXH BI' T 4

10:12 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q

Sir, I'll show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 4. |Is

t hat the photograph you saw | ast Friday when you net

wth Chrysler Goup's | awers?
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A.
Q

A

| think so.

Was it a photograph of a Jeep on fire?

It's tough, | can tell sonething's there and it's on
fire, I can't tell what it is.

Do you know how many tines before March 6th, 2012,
when Reny Wal den died, there had been fires foll ow ng
rear inpacts into Jeeps with rear gas tanks?

No.

Have you asked anybody?

| don't -- | don't think I did ask anyone, but | -- |
woul dn't have asked -- it would have been a question
woul dn't have asked.

Do you know how many tines since March 6th, 2012, when
Rem ngt on WAl den died, there have been fires foll ow ng
rear inmpacts into Jeeps with rear gas tanks?

| woul dn't know that nunber.

Did you ask?

| -- I"'mretired, it wouldn't have -- |'ve been away
from Chrysler for over six years.

Did you ask?

No.

Isn't it true that Chrysler was putting gas tanks on
other SUVs in the mdships location at the sanme tine
it was putting gas tanks at the rear on these Jeeps?

| don't knowif I -- | don't knowthat. | -- |I'd have
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BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

> O

O

BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

to go back and -- and check.

MR BUTLER, JR: 96 and 128.

How many years did you work at Chrysler.
26 years.
VWre you an engineer the entire tinme?
Yes.
And was the first tine you becanme the chief engineer
for a particular nodel in 2003?
Yes.
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 96
10: 15 a. m

"1l show you what's been nmarked as Plaintiffs

Exhi bit Number 96. You're famliar wth the --
Chrysler's Dodge Durango; are you not?

Yes.

Isn't it true that the Dodge Durango, 1998 nodel, had
a mdshi ps gas tank?

| did-- 1 don't knowthat. | -- I"mlooking at it,
and if you ask me that wthout |ooking at this, |
woul d have said | did not know.

Vell, look at Plaintiffs' Exhibit Number 96. That is
a brochure for the 1998 Dodge Durango, right?
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BY MR BUTLER JR:
Q

Q
A

Yes.
Now | ook at the | ast page. You see over there it's
got a -- | don't know what you call this thing. M.
Jeffrey didn't like what | called Jeb's draw ng but
this is a -- what you call a schematic, or what do you
call this that shows with the body renoved, it shows
what's underneath the body?

MS. JEFFREY: Are you talking about on the
upper right --

MR. BUTLER, JR. : Yes.

MS. JEFFREY: -- of page 9?

MR. BUTLER, JR. : Yes.

What do you call that, a photograph, a schematic,
what ?

Are you asking nme?

Yes, |'m asking you, what do you call that?

This would be -- this |ooks Iike a computer-generated
drawi ng of an underbody of a vehicle.

It shows the gas tank in the mdships |ocation, does
it not?

If the gas tank is the black piece that | can't tel
the form | -- | can't tell what is what.

Vell, et me help you out.

| see that it's --
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Q

o >» O >

A
BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q

o >» O >

Look to the left. The second paragraph to the left
says, quote, the corrosion, puncture, heat resistant
and biggest in class plastic 25-gallon fuel tank is
nmount ed securely between the frame rails ahead of the
rear axle; do you see that?
| see the witing, yep, yes.
That neans it had a mdship fuel tank, correct?
Yes.
Ckay. Now, Chrysler knew what was neant by those
words that it put in this brochure, quoted, nounted
securely between the frane rails ahead of the rear
axl e, closed quote; isn't that correct?

M5. JEFFREY: (bject to form
The question --

M5. OAENS: Cbjection to form

Excuse nme, could you repeat?

Vel |, those words nean sonething, don't they, quote,
I's nmounted securely between the franme rails ahead of
the rear axle, closed quote?
It says the fuel tank is -- is mdship.
No, what's the word securely nean?
The word securely neans securely.
Doesn't that inply that it's safer, sir?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
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A | don't know that, | didn't work on this program
didn't work on the Dodge Durango program
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q Wul d you agree with nme, sir, that if an autonmaker can
design a vehicle so the gas tank is not vulnerable to
rear inmpact, then the automaker has a duty to do so?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form and
f oundat i on.
A The aut omaker has a duty to meet NHTSA testing
requi renents, neet or surpass them and when they do
that, they've net the requirenents.
MR BUTLER, JR : Move to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q Wul d you agree with me, sir, that if an autonaker can
design a vehicle so the gas tank is not vulnerable to
rear inmpact, then the automaker has a duty to do so?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A The -- an automaker is designing to neet external
requi renents from NHTSA, and | assune they do --
forget the word assune. They do neet or exceed the
requirenments for NHTSA and they do whatever they need
to do to get to that point.
BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Are you aware, sir, that the federal requirenents are
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o > O P

nmerely, quote, mninmum closed quote, requirenments?

It says mninumand -- | think it says mnimmin this
standard, but again, those standards are com ng from
the United States Government, and so NHTSA is a
portion of the United States Governnent. | assune
you' d al so agree that in that docunent it woul d have
said they're safe for the passengers in the cabin of a
vehicle, so | hear minimum-- it also -- it would

i mply safe.

Does the word m ni num nean m ni nun?

| don't know what m ni mrum neans when they say m ni num
All right. Show -- show us the docunent you're

tal ki ng about that inplies safe?

| don't have it.

What docunent are you tal ki ng about ?

|''msaying that --

No, no, no, ny question is what docunent are you

tal king about that inplies, quote, safe, closed quote?
What docunment am | tal ki ng about ?

You just said there was sonething in a docunment, what

document are you tal king about?

| think -- | think NHTSA -- let nme backtrack. |
shoul d not have used the word docurment. | think if
you read -- if you read mininumin a docunent that

it's comng fromthe U S. Governnment, it's an inpact
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test, it can't -- it nust -- they would not put
sonething out for U S. population that isn't safe,
SO -- so why the word mninumis in the docunent |
woul dn't know.
MR. BUTLER, JR: Mwve to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.
BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q Are you saying, sir, that all Chrysler did was design
vehicles to neet the m ni num requirenent?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A "' msaying that Chrysler designs vehicles -- devel ops
and designs vehicles to neet internal and external
requi renents, to neet or exceed them and that we do
that, and when | was there we did that, and it isn't
just neet, it's neet/exceed.
BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q Back to ny question then. Isn't it true that if an
aut omaker can design a vehicle so the gas tank is not
vul nerable to rear inpact, then the autonaker has a
duty to do so?
MS. JEFFREY: |'m objecting, you' ve
asked -- asked it twice, he's answered it twice. He
may answer again.
BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q W1l you answer that question?
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A "1l answer it but it's going to be the sane answer |
gave before.

Q In other words, you will not answer it?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q Let ne rephrase the question then. 1Isn't it true,
sir, that an autonaker has a duty to do nore than just
meet the mnimumrequirenment if the automaker knows
the gas tank is vulnerable to rear inpact?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A The aut omaker designs and devel ops a vehicle to neet
speci fications, whether they be internal, external,
you -- you neet/exceed, and that's -- that's the way
we wor K.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Do you agree, sir, that -- strike that.

W Il you agree that when the rear gas tank
on a car is vulnerable to rear inpact, that is
anyt hing but absolutely safe?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A The design of a vehicle is net -- is done to neet
requi renents, and so NHTSA, | assunme NHTSA is an
expert at inpact testing, and so if direction's com ng
froma governnental body and you -- and you're

required to nmeet that and if we neet/exceed it, |
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think we've net the requirenents.
MR BUTLER, JR : Mwe to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.
BY MR BUTLER, JR :
Q WIIl you agree, sir, that when the rear gas tank on a
car is vulnerable to rear inmpact, that is anything but
absol utely safe?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | will answer we -- engineers, as you -- anyone that's
in engineering is -- is responsible for neeting
speci fications. You -- your goal is to neet or exceed

them W do that as engineers.

BY MR BUITLER, JR

Q WIIl you agree, sir, that when the gas tank on the
rear of a car is in a known crush zone, that is
anyt hi ng but absolutely safe?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | don't know the term known crush zone.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Did anyone tell you that Chrysler engi neer Judson
Estes has testified under oath that the rear gas tanks
on the Jeeps are in a crush zone?
No one told ne that.
Were you aware that Chrysler had a rule that in doing

crash tests, even for the mninmumrequirenent of -- at
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A
BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q

30 mles an hour, no instruments were to be put in the
back 24 inches of the car?
| wasn't aware of that.
Vell, if Chrysler has a rule that no instrunents ought
to be put in the back 24 inches of the car in just a
30 mle an hour mnimumrequirenent test, doesn't that
nmean that Chrysler knew the back 24 inches of the car
were a crush zone?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

| didn't know that.

WIIl you agree with me that when the gas tank is 11
inches fromthe back of the car, that neans the gas
tank is wthin the back 24 inches of the car?
| hear you say that, |1'd have to -- |'d have to review
it to either say yes or no.

MR BUTLER, JR: Wll, go off the video
just a mnute.

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN W' re now goi ng of f
record. The tinme is 10:25 a. m

(Of the record at 10:25 a.m)

(Back on the record at 10:26 a.m)

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN W are now back on
record. The tine is 10:26 a. m

MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
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DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 147
10: 26 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 147, |'ve drawn it out for
you, sir. Isn't it true that the 11 inches between
t he back of the car and the back of the gas tank is
wthin the back 24 inches of the vehicle?

A | don't know. Your drawi ng shows a tire, shows an arc
with 11 inches and 24 inches, | don't -- | can't
answer that.

Q Al'l right.
| can't answer it.

Q WIl you agree that when Chrysler knew that the gas
tank on the 1999 G and Cherokee woul d be crushed in
rear inmpacts, that is anything but safe?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | cannot answer that.

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q W Il you agree that when the rear gas tank on a car,
quote, is vulnerable to rear inpact, closed quote, and
is in a crush zone and the aut omaker knows the gas
tank wll be crushed in rear inpacts, that neans the
car has a safety-related defect?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form and

f oundat i on.
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A

BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q

BY MR BUTLER JR
Q

A.
BY MR BUTLER JR
Q
A.

Q

| would say that it -- the vehicle would not have a --
the vehicle nmet inpact requirenents, so to say that it

had a defect is not correct.

s it your testinony, sir, that even though a car is
vul nerable to rear inpact and has a gas tank in a
crush zone and the aut omaker knows the gas tank wll
be crushed in rear inpacts, it is still not defective?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
Those statenments are -- you're saying themas if
they're factual. | -- | don't know that, so |l -- I'm
saying that Chrysler net NHTSA requirenments for this
vehicle, net or exceeded them and that the rest of it

|''mnot aware of that you're nentioning.

Wul d you agree, sir, that for the G and Cherokees
with rear gas tanks, it was not obvious that the gas
tank was vul nerable to rear inpact?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

What nodel year are we tal king about ?

*99 through 2004.
Coul d you repeat the question, | apol ogize?
Yes. Would you agree, sir, that for the 1999 through

2004 Grand Cherokees with rear gas tanks, it was not
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obvi ous that the gas tank was vul nerable to rear
i mpact ?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A | cannot answer it, | did not work on that program

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q Isn't it true, sir, that the fascia, that plastic
trim hid the danger?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | can't say that either. | wasn't involved with the
programso | don't know the design devel opnent
activity on that vehicle.

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q Look at Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 3 again, that's the
one with the plastic fascia renoved. You can see the
gas tank very clearly with that plastic trimrenoved,;
can you not?

A Yes.

PRE- MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI' T 130
10: 30 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Look at Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunmber 130. This is a
1999 G and Cherokee without the plastic fascia
renmoved. Isn't it true that that plastic trimcalled

the fascia hides the gas tank?
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MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A By design it hides other things under the vehicle,
t 0o0.

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q But it also hides the gas tank; does it not?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A It hides the fuel tank, the rear suspension and ot her
itens --

PRE- MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI' T 131
10: 31 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q Plaintiffs' Exhibit -- look at Nunber -- Plaintiffs'
Exhi bit Nunber 1317

MS. JEFFREY: Are you done.

A No, | wasn't. It hides bra brake conponents on the
rear wheels, it hides suspension parts, it hides the
fuel tank, so..

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q Look at Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 131. That's a side
shot of a 1999 Grand Cherokee with the plastic fascia
still there, and you can't even see the gas tank, can
you?

No.

|s the answer correct, you cannot see the gas tank?
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A | cannot see the gas tank on this vehicle fromthis
Vi ew.
MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 132
10: 31 a. m
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q Look at Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 132. |[|f you take
the fascia off you can see the gas tank very clearly;
can you not?
Yes, with other conponents, yes.
Q Isn't it true that using the fascia or plastic trimto
hi de the gas tank was del i berate?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | wasn't involved in the program The -- the rear
fascia woul d have been designed with the body of the
vehicle during the early phases of our -- in the
design office, and it is not -- it's an aesthetic of
what to ook at for the entire vehicle, so it's not
designed to hide sonething, it's designed to give the
overal |l inpression of the vehicle.
BY MR BUTLER, JR
Q Isn't it true that the purpose of that piece of
plastic trimwas to hide the danger?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A The fascia is designed with the rest of the vehicle,
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It's not to hide anything.
PRE- MARKED FOR | DENTI FI CATI ON:
DEPCSI TI ON EXHI BI T 133
10: 33 a. m

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q "1l show you Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 133. Don't
you think, sir, that if Americans actually could see
how cl ose the gas tank was to the back of this Jeep,
at | east sonme of "emwould think that's dangerous, |
don't want to get in that car?

M5. JEFFREY: Object to form
A | -- I don't -- | do not believe custoners woul d say
t hat .
BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q Do you think that -- strike that.
Do you think that | ooks safe?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q Referring to Plaintiffs' Exhibit Nunber 1337
M5. JEFFREY: 3.

A It would be pure conjecture. | know that vehicle mnet
I npact testing requirenents, so the answer is does it
| ook safe, it is safe.

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q WIl you agree with ne that Chrysler G oup knows that
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the gas -- rear gas tank on these Jeeps is vul nerable
to rear inpact?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form

A No.

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q WIIl you agree with Justin Estes, who works for
Chrysler, now for Fiat in Italy, that in 1998 Chrysler
knew that the gas tank on the 1999 G and Cherokee
woul d be crushed in rear inpacts?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | did not know M. Estes, | was not on this program at
that time so | can't conment.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q WIIl you agree with M. Estes' sworn testinony that in
1998 Chrysler knew that the gas tank on the 1999 G and
Cher okee woul d be crushed in rear inpacts?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | can't agree with that.

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q As -- as the chief engineer you know that it is not a
good thing when a gas tank gets crushed, correct?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A As a chief engineer ny requirenent was to nmake sure

all systems on a vehicle passed and nmet all the

requi renents that were established.
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MR BUTLER, JR: Move to strike as non --
MS. JEFFREY: Let --

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Sorry, go ahead.

A And so because of that I'ma total vehicle person that
| -- 1 would -- and | was not on this program but as
the chief engineer |'mresponsible for neeting al
requi renents of the vehicle, devel opnent and
durability and inmpact, et cetera, so as a chief
engi neer | would know that we did neet or exceed
requirenents.

MR BUTLER, JR : Move to strike as
nonr esponsi ve.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q As the chief engineer you know that it is not a good
t hing when a gas tank gets crushed, correct?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A As a chief engineer -- again, we're designing
systens -- we're designing systens for the car, for
the safety of the car and for the quality of the car
et cetera, and so that's all -- that's how I'll answer
it.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q WIIl you agree with nme, sir, that it is not a good

t hi ng when gas tanks get crushed?
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MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
A | can't answer that.
BY MR BUTLER, JR :
Q Do you care if the gas tank on a vehicle gets crushed?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A | don't have -- | don't have any -- you're using the
word care, do | care if it gets crushed? | can't
answer that.
BY MR BUTLER, JR :
Q Does it nmake any difference to you as an engineer if
t he gas tank gets crushed?
| -- 1 amworried with neeting requirenents.
Q What happens -- well, strike that.
What can happen if a gas tank gets crushed
in a rear inpact?
MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form and
f oundati on.
A | -- 1 don't know.
BY MR BUTLER, JR :
Q Do you know that if a gas tank gets crushed in rear
i npacts what can happen is an expl osion?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A | don't know that.
BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q Do you know that a gasoline fuel-fed fire followi ng a
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rear inpact where a gas tank gets crushed is very
dangerous to the people inside the car?

A | assume that there's a fire in a vehicle, that it's
dangerous to the occupants of the car.

Q Well, when we're tal king about a crushed gas tank and
a gasoline fuel-fed fire, we're not tal king about any
ordinary fire, we're talking about an inferno; are we
not ?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | don't know. | -- 1 don't know -- | don't know. |
don't know fire versus inferno.

BY MR BUTLER, JR :

Q |f a gas tank gets crushed and there's a gasoline
fuel-fed fire, does it matter to the people inside
that the car nmet mninmumrequirenments?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A The -- again, | -- | -- the question that -- to answer
t hat question, the issue would be did the car neet and
exceed requirenents, the answer is yes. \Wat
caused -- what caused an accident, | don't -- | don't
know, so whatever caused an inferno, |'mnot aware of.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Are you aware that Chrysler Goup is not making and
sel ling any passenger cars now in this country that

have rear gas tanks?
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A

A

A

Based on our working with Mercedes-Benz starting when
| was there, that was the direction that they were
heading so | assume -- and | don't know enphatically
for every vehicle comng out of Chrysler, but | assune
that that trend continued for everything, but | do not
know that for a fact.
Are you aware that Fiat is not making and selling any
passenger cars in this country that have rear gas
t anks?
| don't know what vehicles Fiat sells in this country.
I n your |ong experience at Chrysler did you ever hear
anyone question the wi sdomof putting the gas tanks at
the rear of these Jeeps?
No.
Did you hear -- ever hear anyone suggest that maybe
putting the gas tank on the rear of a car was a bad
i dea?

MS. JEFFREY: (bject to form
No.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:
Q

Did you ever hear anyone suggest that nmaybe it would
be safer if we noved the gas tanks fromthe rear to
the m dships | ocation?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
No.
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BY MR BUTLER, JR:
Q

Did you ever read the Baker menorandunf?

No.

Do you know what |'mtal king about?

No.

Have you ever heard of a Chrysler engineer nanmed L.L.
Baker ?

No.

Nobody ever nentioned to you the nenorandumthat L.L.
Baker wote in 1978, 37 years ago?

No.

Isn't it true, sir, that Chrysler has known for at

| east 37 years that putting a gas tank in the m dships
| ocation provides the protection of all the structure
behind the rear wheels as well as the rear wheels

t henmsel ves to protect the tank from being damaged in a
col i sion?

Wuld | know -- would I know t hat?

Yeah.

No, because | did not -- no.

You left Chrysler in 2008, correct?

Yes.

| gather fromthat that you don't know anythi ng about
the NHTSA investigation of Chrysler's Jeeps with rear

gas tanks; is that correct?
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A

A

| know about NHTSA' s inquiries with Jeep tank just
from Sheila fromlast weekend.
You nean | ast Friday?
Last Friday | nmean.
So all you know about the NHTSA inquiry was what Ms.
Jeffrey told you last Friday?
Yes.
What did she tell you?

MS. JEFFREY: No. | object, he's not goi
to tal k about privileged conmunications.

MR BUTLER, JR : Are you instructing

him --

M5. JEFFREY: Yes --

MR BUTLER, JR: =-- not to answer?

MS. JEFFREY: -- [I'minstructing himnot
to answer.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q
A

Are you going to follow Ms. Jeffrey's instructions?

Yes.

ng

So you're not going to tell us what Ms. Jeffrey told

you | ast Friday, which is all you know about the NHTSA

i nvestigation, correct?
' m not going to.

Did you know Francoi s Castaing?

Did I know hi mpersonally, no, but he joined Chrysler
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in 1987 when Chrysler and AMC nerged.

Q Did you know that he was an engi neer?

A Did | absolutely know he's an engineer? | assuned he
was. | didn't know that for -- for his background.

Q Did you know he was an engi neer on Jeeps?

A The only time | -- | knew he was in charge of

engineering, so | don't know if he was an engi neer
over Jeeps.

Q At Chrysler, to be head of engineering don't you have
to be an engi neer?

You woul d think so.

Yeah, | would think so, too. D d you ever talk to M.
Cast ai ng?

A | met wwth himtwice wwth ny -- at that time | was an
engineer, | nmet with himtwice with nmy director.

Q Do you agree with M. Castaing's sworn testinony that,
quote, the tow package does not protect the tank,
cl osed quote?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | can't answer that.

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q Wul d you agree with ne that if a gas tank needs
protection fromrear inpact, it needs protection from
rear inmpact no matter what the speed is, |ow or high?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
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A | don't know what -- when you say -- | don't know what
your paraneters are of |ow and high

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q Vell, would you agree with ne that if a gas tank
| ocated at the rear of a vehicle needs nore protection
at | ow speeds it would al so need nore protection at
hi gh speeds?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

BY MR BUTLER, JR

Q O higher -- let ne rephrase, wthdraw that.

Wul d you agree with ne that if a gas tank
needs -- strike that.

Wul d you agree with ne that if a gas tank
| ocated at the rear of a car needs nore protection at
| ow speeds it would al so need nore protection at
hi gher -- at higher speeds?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | would have to study that to understand it, and I'd
have to understand what the word high neans.

BY MR BUTLER, JR.:

Q WIIl you agree with me that the kind of fire that you
saw in that picture Ms. Jeffrey showed you | ast
Friday, that's Rem ngton WAl dens' Jeep on fire, is
going to have continued to occur into the future so

| ong as these Jeeps with rear gas tanks are still on
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t he road?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form and
f oundat i on.

A | can't answer that, | don't know what caused the
acci dent .

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Do you know of any reason to suggest to this jury that
the kind of fire that consuned Rem ngton WAl den is not
going to continue to happen into the future in these
Jeeps with rear gas tanks?

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form

A | can't answer that.

BY MR BUTLER, JR:

Q Do you have any basis for saying that these expl osions
after rear inpacts of Jeeps with rear gas tanks is
going to suddenly stop --

MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
BY MR BUTLER, JR.:
Q -- and not happen in the future?
MS. JEFFREY: (Object to form
A | can't answer that.
MR, BUTLER, JR : Let's take a break.
VI DEO TECHNI CIl AN. W are now going off the
record. The tine is 10:46 a.m

(Recess taken at 10:46 a.m)
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(Back on the record at 10:53 a.m)

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN: W are now back on the
record. The tinme is 10:53 a.m This is DVD 2.

MR. BUTLER, JR : Thank you, sir. Those
are all ny questions.

M5. JEFFREY: | have not hi ng.

MR. BUTLER, JR.: This deposition is
concl uded.

MS. JEFFREY: | would like to -- oh, I'm
sorry, | would like himto have the opportunity to
read and sign. Thank you.

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN.  And we are going off
record to conclude the deposition. The tine is 10:54
a.m

(Deposition concluded at 10:54 a.m

Signature of the witness was requested.)
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STATE OF M CHI GAN )

COUNTY OF MONRCE )

CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY

) SS

|, LEISA PASTOR, certify that this

deposition was taken before ne on the date

herei nbefore set forth; that the foregoing questions
and answers were recorded by ne stenographically and
reduced to conputer transcription; that this is a
true, full and correct transcript of ny stenographic
notes so taken; and that | amnot related to, nor of
counsel to, either party nor interested in the event

of this cause.

LEI SA PASTOR, CSR-3500, CRR
Not ary Publi c,

Monroe County, M chigan

My Conm ssion expires: 9/7/20
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TO Sheila Jeffrey
Re: Signature of Deponent Philip Cousino
Date Errata due back at our offices: 2/26/2015

G eeti ngs:

The deponent has reserved the right to read and sign.
Pl ease have the deponent review the attached PDF
transcript, noting any changes or corrections on the
attached PDF Errata. The deponent may fill out the
Errata electronically or print and fill out manually.

Once the Errata is signed by the deponent and notari zed,
please mail it to the offices of Tiffany Alley (bel ow).

When the signed Errata is returned to us, we wll seal
and forward to the taking attorney to file with the
original transcript. W wll also send copies of the
Errata to all ordering parties.

If the signed Errata is not returned within the tine
above, the original transcript may be filed with the
court without the signature of the deponent.

Pl ease send conpleted Errata to:
Tiffany Alley d obal Reporting & Video
730 Peachtree St. NE, Ste 470

Atlanta, GA 30308

(770) 343-9696
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Walden vs. Chrysler Philip Cousino 01/23/2015

ERRATA
|, the undersigned, do hereby certify that | have read the
transcript of ny testinmony, and that

____There are no changes not ed.
____The follow ng changes are not ed:

Pursuant to Rule 30(7)(e) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure and/or OCGA 9-11-30(e), any changes in form or
subst ance which you desire to nmake to your testinony shal
be entered upon the deposition with a statement of the
reasons given for making them To assist you in making any
such corrections, please use the formbelow |f additional
pages are necessary, please furnish sane and attach.

Page _Line Change

Reason for change

Page _ Line Change

Reason for change

Page _Line Change

Reason for change

Page _ Line Change

Reason for change

Page _Line Change

Reason for change
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Walden vs. Chrysler Philip Cousino

01/23/2015

Page Li ne Change

Page Li ne Change

Page Li ne Change

Page Li ne Change

Page Li ne Change

Page Li ne Change

Reason for change

DEPONENT' S SI GNATURE

Sworn to and subscribed before ne this

NOTARY PUBLI C
My Commi ssion Expires:

_____day of
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