Safety Research Report Index - Jeep CJ Rollover
A. BACKGROUND

l. "Utility Vehicles Found Hazardous on Highways: Rollover & E jection Rates are High," Status
Report, 11HS, 5/6/80

2 "Jeeps & Other Utility Vehicles," Products L iability, Association of Trial Lawyers of America, 9/80.

3. Series of articles from San Francisco Chronicle on Jeep roll bar & legal actions against Jeep, 12/80.

4, "Serious Rollover Problems Found in Jeep CJ5 Utility Vehicles," I11HS Status Report, 12/22/80

5 Series of articles on 11HS study & "60 Minutes" report on Jeep rollover, various newspapers &
journals, 12/22/80 through 10/81

6. "American Motors Settles FTC Charge on Jeep Ad Claims,"” Wall Street Journal, 12/1/81

7. "Warning Stickers Proposed for All New Utility Vehicles," Automotive News, 1/10/83
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"Troubles in Jeep Country," Detroit Free Press, 5/23/83
"Study Confirms High Rollover Rate for Utility Vehicles,"” 1IHS Status Report, 9/22/84

10. "FTC Cancels Double Warning on Jeep CJ," Automotive News, 2/25/85

11. "AMC Insurers Balk at High Loss Claims," Automotive News, 11/4/85

12. "Study Shows Rollover Fatalities Closely to Vehicles' Stability," IIHS Status Report, 8/23/86

13. "Small Passenger Vehicles a Problem," IIHS Status Report, 2/28/87

14. "NHTSA Denies Request for Rollover Standard,” Automotive News, 1/4/88

15. "NHTSA Study Rebuts Stand on Rollovers,” Automotive News, 4/25/88

16. "Rollover Worry Plagues Utility Vehicles: Memo Outlines Safety Concerns of Jeep's Maker"; "Jeep
Defenders Still Bristle Over Old '60 Minutes' Show," Wall Street Journal, 5/23/88

17. "NHTSA Turns Down Petition Seeking Stability Ruling,” 11HS Status Report, 7/9/88

18. "Government To Start Work On Rollover Standard," Consumer Reports, 11/88

19. "Rolling Over for Detroit,” Public Citizen Magazine, 1/90

20. "Deadly CJ's," Public Citizen Magazine, 9/90

21. "NHTSA Denies CJ Inquiry,"” Automotive News, 10/15/90

B. ATTORNEYS
C. EXPERTS
D. LAWSUITS

Summary of Jeep rollover litigation known to IIHS as of 12/19/80

Jeep Litigation List, prepared by E.C. Gilbreath, Attorney at Law, Fort Smith, Arkansas, 1983
Judge's opinion in Buckholtv. AMC, plus pleadings to suppress its release, 4/20/82

Jeep rollover settlements & decisions, "Today's Clips," IIHS, 2/81, 9/81

"Chrysler Settles Suit Involving Jeep for $11.5 Million," Automotive News, 5/5/88

"Jeep Rollover Costly: Jury Awards $1.5 Million in CJ5 Case," Automotive News, 11/21/88
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E. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION DOCUMENTS
I. DOT

Proposed Rule (Rollover Resistance), Docket #73-10, 4/18/73

Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association (MVMA) to NHTSA, inquiry regarding Docket #73-10,5/24/73
Comments submitted to Docket #73-10, IIHS, 7/16/73

Comments submitted to Docket #73-10, AMC, 8/3/73

Comments submitted to Docket #73-10, Jeep, 8/3/73

Comments submitted to Docket #73-10, MVMA, 8/15/73

CAS to NHTSA, requesting immediate investigation into AMC/Jeep roll bar failures, 6/2/78

NHTSA to CAS, reply to 6/2/78 letter stating technical review was underway, 6/15/78

NHTSA to AMC, informationrequest, 7/27/78

10. Jeep to NHTSA, response to 7/27/78 letter,9/11/78

11. NHTSA to AMC, further information request, 12/21/78

12.  Jeep to NHTSA, FOIA request for NHTSA documents on performance of Jeep roll bars, 1/17/79

13. Jeep to NHTSA, response to 12/21/78 letter, 3/8/79

14. NHTSA to AMC, request for further information on Jeep CJ-5 test, 5/18/79

15. Jeep to NHTSA, stating test has no relevance, 5/31/79

16. Edward W. Barrows to NHTSA, petition to open investigation into safety & stability of Jeep CJ-5, 10/8/79
17. NHTSA to Barrows, response to 10/8/79 letter, 10/24/79
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18.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

35,
37.

1. FTC
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Jeep to NHTSA, response to 10/29/79 letter, 12/7/79

NHTSA to AMC, information request on 1973-79 CJ Jeeps, 3/10/80

Jeep to NHTSA, response to 3/10/80 letter, 6/13/80

NHTSA close-out memo of Engineering Analysis 8-072 into 1973-78 Jeep CJ-type vehicles, 6/14/83
Federal Register Notice of Proposed Rule on Operation of Utility Vehicles on Paved Roadways, Docket
#82-20, 12/30/82

Comments submitted to Docket #82-20regarding Operation of Utility Vehicles on Paved Roadways, AMC,
2/14/83

Federal Register Notice of Final Rule on Operation of Utility Vehicles on Paved Roadways, Docket #82-20,
5/11/84

Federal Register Notice of Final Rule After Response to Petitions For Reconsideration on Operation of
Utility Vehicles on Paved Roadways, Docket #82-20, 8/10/84

NHT SA to Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn, stating AMC is in compliance with Utility Vehicle
Consumer Information Regulation, 49 CFR 575.105, 8/15/84

Federal Register Notice Denial of Petition for Rulemaking, Vehicle Rollover Resistance, 49 CFR Part 571,
12/29/87

Consumers Union petition to issue rule for minimum rollover standards, 6/2/88

NHTSA to Consumers Union granting petition for rulemaking on minimum rollover standard, 9/1/88
NHTSA to Chrysler requesting all files on Jeep rollover propensity as part of NHTSA investigation EA89-
013 on Ford Bronco Il rollover, 4/10/89

Chrysler to NHTSA, initial response to 4/10/89 NHTSA letter, 6/6/89

Chrysler to NHTSA, furtherresponse to 4/10/89 NHTSA letter, 8/21/89

U.S. House Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism & Hazardous Materials asks NH TSA for all materials
related to denial of Sen. Wirth petition for federal rollover standard, 7/15/88

Institute for Injury Reduction (IIR) petition to reopen CJ-5 & CJ-7 rollover defect investigation based on
newly disclosed internal AMC memoranda, 6/25/90

IR supplement to 6/25/90 defect petition providing more AMC internal documents, 7/13/90

NHTSA denial of IIR defect petition to reopen CJ rollover investigation, 55 Fed. Reg. 42144, 10/17/90
NHTSA Technical Report on IIR petition to reopen CJ investigation, 10/11/90.

Complaint in FTC v. American Motors Corp. & Jeep Corp., 7/6/82

Consent Agreement between AMC/Jeep & FTC containing Consent Order to Cease & Desist, 7/6/82
Documents relating to AMC/Jeep compliance with AMC/FTC consent agreement of 7/6/82, 7/23/82 through
1/13/84

Federal Register Notice granting AMC petition, reopening proceedings & setting aside FTC Consent Order
of 7/6/82, 3/12/85

F. CENTER FOR AUTO SAFETY

1.
2.
3.

CAS Comments on Proposed AMC/FTC Consent Agreement, 2/2/82

IMPACT newsletter articles on rollover, 1980-1990

Statement on "Withholding of Internal AMC Documents on Jeep Rollover, Clarence M. Ditlow, Executive
Director," 6/25/90

G. TECHNICAL MATERIALS

"On Road Crash Experience of Utility V ehicles” & highlights of the report, Snyder, et al., Highway Safety
Research Institute, Univ. of Michigan, (prepared for IIHS), February 1980

"Vehicle Handling Tests of American M otors CJ-5 Jeep,"” Wolpert & Belanger, Dynamic Science, Inc.,
(prepared for 11HS), October 1980

"A Comparison of the Crash Experience of Utility Vehicles, Pickup Trucks & Passenger Cars," Reinfurt, et
al., Highway Safety Research Center, Univ. of North Carolina & O'Neil, et al., IIHS, September 1981
"Analysis of Fatal Rollover Accidents in Utility Vehicles," Smith, National Center for Statistics & Analysis,
NHTSA, February 1982

"A Further Look at Utility Vehicle Rollovers," Reinfurt, et al., Highway Safety Research Center, Univ. of
North Carolina, August 1984

"The Role of Stability in Rollover-Initiated Fatal Motor Vehicle Crashes Under On-Road Driving
Conditions,” Leon Robertson PhD & A. Benjamin Kelley, May 1986

"Static Stability As a Predictor of Rollover Crashes Fatal to Occupants of Cars & Utility Vehicles," Leon
Robertson PhD, Nanlee Research, May 1987



