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Haaonlu{lghway Traffic Safety Administration NHTSA)
.. Bxecutive Secretariat

“,1200New Jersey Ave. SE

. West Building

wasmng;on DC 20590

Beax: FOIA Officer:

- ‘The Center for Auto Safety (“CAS”) files this request pursuant to the Freedom of

. _‘-.mon Act (“FOIA™). CAS is a nationwide nonprofit consumer advocacy

established in 1970 by Consumers Union and Ralph Nader. CAS works
ard improved safety, environmental responsibility, and fair dealing in the automotive
and the marketplace.

~ CAS seeks the following information:

;:A! records relating to Mazda Tribute and Ford Escape speed control or -
stor-cable failures received or produced by NHTSA from January 1 through
inly 13,2612, This request does not include any documents included on the agency
b in ‘the investigatory files for PE12-019 or DP12-005, Vehicle Owner
o (VOQs), or Center for Auto Safety’s two petitions. This request
g any records provided by contractors for NHTSA. This request speclfically
hehdﬂ all communications, including attachments, whether written or in
eleﬁmliiefomﬂ, to or from Marie Choi, as well as any notes of her phone
- “chmversations concerning any failures, crashes injuries and/or deaths concerning
_ZﬁFﬂ -Escape or Mazda Tribute. Please see the attached emails for reference to
M's involvement in Tribute and Escape inquiries. Also, please note Ms.
isi’s warning, “Please keep in mind that anything you send to us could be released

L ‘gz‘__fﬁ“ ﬁgpnblic, if requested under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).”

- CAS believes that the requested records are likely to be located within the Office
@Wwfs Investigation, the Office of Chief Counsel, and the Office of the
- Ashministrator. These documents may include electronic as well as paper records. Also,
“parsaant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)}(4)(A) and U.S. Department of Transportation regulations
sqtforth at 49 C.F.R. § 7.44, CAS requests, and NHTSA should grant, a waiver and/or




Stiny ’Bf fees for procesﬁﬁgfﬂns FOLA request, mciudmg search, review, and
ition charges, for the reasons given below.

. 49 C.F.R. § 7.44(a) and (c) provide that a fce is not to be charged for the first two
m of search time or the duplication of the first 100 pages, “unless the records are
- requested for commercial use.” In addition, 49 C.F.R. § 7.44(d) states that review fees
. -fordetermining whether the requested records are exempt from mandatory disclosure
- maynot be charged when records are not requested for a commercial use. The above
man request is of a very limited and highly specific nature, and CAS believes that
L m records have no commercial value whatsoever. Even if the requested records had
same potential commercial value, CAS has no commercial purpose or interest in
. .requesting them. See Attachment A. Therefore, NHTSA should fully apply the
e snbmuon (8), (c) and (d) allowances to this request.

_ ‘Should NHTSA deny the waiver of fees, CAS asks that the Agency to obtain
: ;v.ﬂmhonzataon from CAS before delivery of any materials. If the agency refuses access to
Ay of the requested records, please describe the materials it wishes to withhold and
- - speeify the statutory justifications for the refusal. Also, please state separately NHTSA’s
~ ° reasoms for failing to invoke its discretionary powers to release the materials in the public

If you have any questions about the scope of this request, or if you believe there

rany ambiguities in the way CAS has framed its request, please let me know as soon as
- CAS looks forward to a response within twenty working days, as required under

the FOIA, and will interpret any delay in response as a denial of this request. Thank you

L for your very prompt attention to this matter.




"CENTER FOR AUTO SAFETY

1825 Connscticut Avenus, NW Sulfe 330 Wmton DC 20009-1160 (202) 328-7700,

Fhie:Center for Auto Safety (CAS) is a nonprofit research and advocacy organization founded by

..~ Consamers Union and Ralph Nader in 1970 to provide consumers with & voice for auto safety and quality in
Waﬁtington, D.C. and to assist owners of "lemon" vehicles to file complaints and obtain relief. Although

: -has.a staff of less than a dozen people, its work is supported by approximately 20,000 members across

the Umtod States, and it is nationally recognized as a leader in the areas of au’oomobile safety and consumer

: pmmnon

-CAS vigorously supports economically feasible motor vehicle safety policies that will reduce the risk of
- crash-related deaths and injuries. CAS serves as an important counterweight before federal policymakers to
the automobile industry, whose positions on these safety issues are dictated by the desire to maximize

.+ - profits for shareholders rather than to strike the proper balance between safety and other vehicle featurp‘s; o

*In fulfilling its mission, CAS is engaged in the following activities;

»  Researching defects in motor vehicles and monitoring defect investigations conducted by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and other federal agencnes,

- = Obtaining information on potential vehicle safety defects from consmners alertmg NHTSA to
‘ these problems, and requesting that NHTSA undertake mvesngations, :

-« .. Responding w1th comments o agency rulemaking propasals and other mmatwes that affect motor
- .‘-vohmle safety; .

o Snpportmg motor vehicle safety legislation before Congress, mc]udmg testlfymg at public hearings
* and advocating with members of Congress and their staffy;

« ' Monitoring enforcement of federal vehicle safety laws by NHTSA and other federal zgencies;

»  Furnishing consumers with free information packets that detail the performance and safety
- problems of vehicles by make, model, and mode! year; and

» ' Providing free information to consumers about state "lemon laws" and automobile manufacturets
"secret warranties” {where the auto manufacturer has an internal policy to pay for repairs beyond
;7. the limits of the express warranty) to assist consumers with complaints against manufacturers or

.- Akey pillar of CAS's mission is actively to disseminate the information that CAS gathers to the public so
- thatconsumers are better informed about motor vehicle safety issues. CAS regularly distributes a
" newpletter to its 20,000 members, CAS is also establishing a website that will provide information on a
. range of motor vehiele safety topics. In addition, because members of CAS's staff are recognized as leading
IS expertson motor vehicle safety, CAS officials regularly appear on television and radio, and they are
S ﬁfeqmﬂy quoted in the print media. CAS staff members also write op-ed pieces for national and local
.- newspapers. Finally, CAS forms coalitions with some of the nation's leading individual and organizational
... advocates for motor vehicle safety, and CAS encourages these safety leaders to disseminate the information
gathared and produced by CAS to their memberships and contacts. These other organizations, such as
- Public Citizen and its approximately 100,000 members, Consumers Union, and the Consumer Federation of
- America, routinely utilize information and-analysis provided to them by CAS.
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Boatman, Robert W. <RWB@gknet.com>-
_ ‘ Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:33 PM

B R marie.choi@dot.gov

- Subjeet: RE: Bloom -- NHTSA: response re prior owners and route

* Ms. Choi,

o bjust mem acall from Tammv Graham of Baytown Texas {281-576-2568) who describes being in an accident i

: -almastadtnﬂeai to Saige Bloom while driving her 2001 Escape on june 8. She says she has pictures of the broken spaied
i control cgble caught in the engine cover. | have asked her for those pictures and will forward them as soon as | receive
them She mld me she has reported this accident but | wasn’t sure it had reached your desk.

_ r-ﬁmr mmgov [mailto:marie.choi@dot.gov]

) Mfm 05, 2012 11:37 AM

'lh: ‘Boatenain; Robert W.

ct: RE! Bloom - NHTSA: response re prior owners and route
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diy :_: #’mr owner was Tony D’Andrea, cell phone 602-421-4400. He had the car for less than a year and _“;
A drwe i:t l@ﬁﬁm 2,000 miles. He remembers meeting Saige when they picked up the car and is very upset about §
s leamlagafherm The only work he had done on the vehicle was an oil change. He had no stuck throttie proble:

" m was Jose Leyba 623«680-2034 He owned the car from when it was new untll selling it to Mr. %

i
1

isﬁS mph, and you must really floor your accelerator to maintain your speed as you drive up that :§
& #e that is what caused the throttie to open wide enough that the broken speed control cable could cat@a
the ensiafﬁur It was on that grade that the throttle became stuck and Saige called her mom. | think you know tt*
ﬂst- . ) ne"i:- 3
i m to provide you with all the information we can in the hope that further deaths like Saige’s cari be
. Please. Fetm know anything else we can do to help.



mailto:marie.choi@dot.gov

m
| subw;,ae Bloom - Wiliams Video - Escape SC Cable
: 'Hz Bob v |

Ljust wanted to follow up on our conversation last Thursday. You mentioned sharing some photos with us. @W e
' are also interested obtaining the following information, to the extent you are willing to share:

1. Vehicle failure mode specifics (evidence of the stuck throttle condition) §
2. Vehicle history:
' -a. Previous owner contact information & observations
bi . Jdentity of entity who sold the vehicle to Saige and her grandmother
_ - Any available maintenance records
3. vact route taken
4, Infoman concerning other related deaths or cases agamst Ford (You mentioned a deposition transcnpg)
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‘Please keap in mand that anything you send to us could be released to the public, if requested under the F: ree@om
of Informatton Act(FOIA). If you have concerns about this, please give me a call.

e

Tel: (202) f§66a1738
* Fax: (202) 366-3320 |

- :Sents Thisday, June 28, 20125:35PM
Yor chal Masie (NHTSA)
_ma&m - Williamns Video - Escape SC Cable

- waelgome. | hope you can help the public on this matter. The f' les of the inspection are blq
so I'm t;ying to gat them small enough to send by emanl




mspemeﬂ Tms ewdence (and a sumtlar video) was provided to Ford by Mr. Williams in 2007,
- almost five: yaaats ago. Result is throttle is wide open.

1f‘hls mmuﬁdang of the attached documents contain information from the law firm of Gallagher & Kennedy, P.A. that may bq

- confidentinl:and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, copy, distribute, or use this information,
privilege has besn waived by your inadvertent receipt. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by ltply
: wmmlﬂdﬂmdelsmthls message. Thank you.




Boatman, Robert W. <RWB@gknet.com>
. D Thursday, July 12, 2012 2:17 PM
To: - I marie.choi@dot.gov
Cc Clarence Ditiow; jamesandtammygraham@verizon.net; bwﬂllams@undercaranswefs.@om ;
' Subject: - FW: 2001 Ford Escape Police Report - :
* Attachments; - Case 12-21970 pg 4.jpg; Case 12-21970 pg 1,jpg; Case 12-21970 pg 3.jpg; Case & |
AT 12-21970 pg 2,jpg; IMG-20120619-00105 jpg; IMG-20120619-00108.jpg; i
IMG-20120619-00129,jpg; IMG-20120619-00130.jpg; IMG-20120619-00131jpg;
IMG-20120619-00101.jpg; IMG-20120619-00139.jpg; IMG-20120619-00104.jpg E

- Here are themtosand the police report from the Graham accident. It appears to be identical to the Bloom case (a@d
“for that isatter to the video Mr. Williams produced in the Baier case in 2007). 1 believe the vehicle is still available fqr
impectlon (as bthe Bloom vehicle). It looks like Ajit Alkondon was sent this information, is he part of your team?

. Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2013 10:54 AM .
To: Boatman, Robert W.
mm 2&1 Ford Escape Police Report

et o

Dear Mr Boatman

E 001 Wiﬁcape Police Report and pics of engine attached.

26 T S B

*smrmm 22, 20122 15PM B
For', _ gov'
_m FW: g"i'Ford-Esape Police Report.

7 The Pehee M}t is attached Is there any additional information that would be heipful? '

- Best: regaﬁds.

of the attached documents contain information from the law firm of Gallagher & Kennedy, P.A. that may b§

rprivileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not read, copy, distribute, or use this information,
en-wakved by your inadvertent receipt. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by r&ply

- e'-maﬂwﬂmdelﬂcﬂns message. Thank you.
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