
May 3,201 1 

Melanie Ann Pustay, Director 
Office of Infomation Policy 
US. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washingtan, DC 20530-0001 

Dear Director Putsay: 

Thank you for your April 15 response to our letter regarding violations of openness and Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) policies on the part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA). We are very supportive and appreciative of the Attorney General’s commitment to 
opeMese in government. This letter provides additional information on NHTSA’s failure to provide 
the public with information on Death and Injury Inquiries (DI’s). NHTSA actions with regard to 
the release of DI investigation documents runs counter to the agency’s established policy of 
releasing information related to investigations undertaken by its enforcement division, the Office of 
Defects Investigation (ODI). 

Attached please find screen captures of investigatory information currently available via NHTSA’s 
website, where the agency releases all information requests and related correspondence from 
investigations into vehicle, tire, and equipment manufacturers. Currently, NHTSA releases this 
i n f o m n  for at least four categories of its defect investigation process. The Preliminary 
Evaluation (PE), Engineering Analysis (EA), Recall Query (RQ), and Audit Query (AQ) are four 
phases of NHTSA and OD1 investigations for which the agency provides the public access to both 
the ageracies activities and manufacturer submissions during the investigatory process. 

As you can see from the attached screen captures, this information is relatively easy to access, 
unlike the process we described in our March 3 1 letter for acquiring information on NHTSA’s DI 
investigations, which requires CAS to file FOIA requests that are met with protracted delays and 
fee requests. CAS contendsithat NHTSA should make information from DI investigations public in 
the same way that it does w&h all other phases of defects investigation. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you office needs additional information on our request 

S h d y ,  

Michael -K Brooks 

Staff Attorney 
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