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NRC focusing on Davis-Besse operatorsMANUFACTURING

Chart names
new chief executive
Chart Industries Inc., a May-
field Heights manufacturer,
has appointed Samuel F.
Thomas as chief executive.
Thomas, 52, replaces William
T. Allen, who had been interim
CEO since the company
emerged from bankruptcy re-
organization last month.
Thomas was executive vice
president of global consum-
ables at ESAB, a welding
equipment division of Charter
PLC. Chart makes cryogenic
systems. Allen will remain on
the Chart board as an indepen-
dent director as well as chief
restructuring officer through
the rest of this year.

Diebold purchases
teller shield maker
Diebold Inc. has acquired an
Australian company that de-
signs and makes “rising
screens,” bullet-proof shields
that tellers can instantly raise
at their bank windows during
robbery attempts. Cardinal
Bros. Manufacturing & Oper-
ations also makes bullet-resis-
tant walls and doors, anti-ban-
dit shutters, prison security
systems and other security
equipment. The company has
been a partner with Diebold
since 1999 in providing rising
screen equipment to the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand mar-
kets. Diebold did not disclose
the purchase price.

ENERGY

North Coast offers
below market price
North Coast Energy Inc. in
Twinsburg is weighing its fu-
ture. The gas and oil explora-
tion and production company
has grown in the past year,
largely through acquisitions.
Nuon International, the
Dutch company that owns 86
percent of its stock, said earlier
this year that it might sell it for
the right price. North Coast
has received several acquisi-
tion proposals for prices that
are “below the recent market
trading prices” of its stock, the
company said. North Coast
shares fell $1.86 to $11.75 yes-
terday.

RESTAURANTS

Robeks franchises
available in area
Robeks Fruit Smoothies &
Healthy Eats is looking for
Northeast Ohio franchisees.
The Manhattan Beach, Calif.,
franchising company opened
its first Ohio store earlier this
year in Columbus and expects
to open its first local store at
1650 W. Market St. in Akron
this fall. Dan Stanowick, re-
gional director, hopes to have
at least 30 Cleveland area loca-
tions in seven years. Robeks
sells fruit smoothies, fresh
juices, sandwiches, garden sal-
ads, soups, high-protein muf-
fins and other foods. Stano-
wick can be reached at
330-273-1715 or at dgsbetha-
ny@msn.com.

BANKS

Westfield starting
mortgage company
Westfield Bank, an unconven-
tional bank in Medina Coun-
ty’s Westfield Center, is start-
ing Westfield Mortgage Co. to
provide home buyers with a
single source for mortgage
loan, title, escrow and insur-
ance services. Westfield Mort-
gage expects to open its doors
on Rockside Road in Indepen-
dence next month. The mort-
gage company — a division of
property and casualty insurer
Westfield Group — plans to
offer customers lower closing
costs and quicker turnarounds
by doing much of its business
at an automated Web site.

John Funk

Plain Dealer Reporter

Camp Perry — If the manag-
ers of the Davis-Besse nuclear
power plant thought the nearly
completed — and so far success-
ful — leak test of the reactor
meant they will soon get permis-
sion to resume making electric-
ity, they learned yesterday they
were mistaken.

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission’s special panel oversee-
ing the efforts of plant owner

FirstEnergy Corp. to renovate the
Toledo-area reactor is just as in-
terested in people issues as it has
been in hardware.

“At this point in a plant’s re-
covery effort, it is easy to see the
light at the end of the tunnel
from a hardware perspective,”
committee chairman Jack Grobe
told company officials at the end
of FirstEnergy’s monthly public
briefing. “It is harder on what I
call the software” issues.

Grobe’s comments came after
plant officials listed a number of

technical problems they believe
workers will have fixed by early
November.

But Grobe wanted to know
what dates the company is tar-
geting to finish a new system it
uses to correct problems as they
develop and to improve the per-
formance of its reactor operators
— who twice created problems

for themselves during the leak
test.

“We have a game plan on the
corrective actions,” said Lew My-
ers, chief operating officer of
FirstEnergy’s nuclear operating
company. “From the operations
standpoint, it would be unfair to
say all the steps we will take,” he
added. “But we will nail it.”

At the briefing, Vermilion resi-
dent Joseph Korff said remarks
from Myers and other top man-
agers did little to relieve his con-
cern about the company’s fitness

to operate a nuclear plant.
In response, Grobe again

stressed that the NRC, not First-
Energy, will decide when Davis-
Besse wi l l resume making
electricity.

“It doesn’t matter, and has not
mattered throughout this pro-
cess, what dates FirstEnergy puts
up,” he said. “You can rest as-
sured that this panel will not
make a recommendation until
we think the plant can operate
safely.”

see ENERGY C4

POWER GRID: Equipment up-
grades and training aimed at
preventing future blackouts. C4

Chinese
to boost
SE Asian
investing
Jane Perlez

New York Times

N u s a D u a , I n d o n e s i a —
The prime minister of China,
Wen Jiabao, making his first ap-
pearance before Southeast Asian
leaders, announced yesterday
that his government would en-
courage greater investment in
the region by Chinese compa-
nies.

This increased corporate pres-
ence, combined with a marked
increase in trade between China
and the region, was part of
China’s overall desire to “bring
tremendous immediate and long-
term benefits to Asian coun-
tries,” he said.

Wen suggested to business
leaders of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations that in
two years China’s trade with the
10 Southeast Asian nations could
come very close to equaling, or
even surpassing, that between
Southeast Asia and the United
States.

The prime minister entered
the meeting in Bali with his
hands clasped above his head. At
the end of a spirited address in
which he sounded more like a
champion salesman than the
number-crunching manager of
the world’s fastest growing econ-
omy, Wen received robust ap-
plause.

To a region that was battered
by a financial crisis six years ago,
and is still recovering, his mes-
sage was: Don’t fear us, love us.
China represents a big market,
and is a big investor, and its very
size will help lift all boats, Wen
suggested.

China, along with Japan and
South Korea, is taking part in the
ASEAN summit of national lead-
ers, although it is not a member
of the regional group.

At the opening of the meeting
yesterday, the ASEAN leaders
signed a document to establish
an ASEAN economic community,
a move that was largely forced
upon them by the sudden com-
petition from China.

Two of the ASEAN leaders,
Goh Chok Tong of Singapore,
and Thaksin Shinawatra of Thai-
land, said they urgently want a
common market in Southeast
Asia so that the region can deal
with China from a position of
strength.

But in closed-door negotia-
tions yesterday, Singapore and
Thailand were unable to per-
suade the other countries to
agree to an earlier completion
date than 2020.

Some timelines were set out
for completing liberalization in
11 priority sectors — including
auto parts, agricultural commod-
ities and tourism — by 2010.
There were no steps for complet-
ing entire market integration of
any one sector before 2010.

In deference to ASEAN’s prin-
ciple of noninterference in each
other’s affairs, the document said
that “consensus” would govern
the decision-making process by
the economic bodies.

see ASIA C4
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A 2000 Toyota 4Runner tilts during a rollover test at the federal government’s Transportation Research Center in East
Liberty, Ohio. The new test puts vehicles through a severe maneuver to determine what it takes to tip them over.

U.S. starts real-world rollover tests
Computer steers
vehicles through
‘fishhook’ move
on Ohio track

Zone where rollover
is most likely to occur

Vehicle begins test
traveling between
35 to 50 mph. Rollover fatalities

Percentage of deaths by vehicle type, 2002:

Vans

33%

SUVs

61%

Pickups

45%

Cars

23%

STEPHEN J. BEARD | THE PLAIN DEALERSOURCE: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Testing for a rollover
The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s rollover tests will
simulate what is called a “fishhook,” in
which a driver strays into the
opposite lane, then overcorrects
the steering wheel and turns
too sharply. Here’s how it
works: 2

1

3

Driver leaves
roadway, turns
wheel too sharply
to re-enter lane.

Other auto fatalitiesRollover deaths

Driver swerves into opposite lane,
overcorrects wheel again and vehicle tips.

Test complete

Christopher Jensen

Plain Dealer Auto Editor

E a s t L i b e r t y , O h i o —
Later this year, the federal gov-
ernment expects to begin re-
leasing test results showing a
vehicle’s tendency to roll over
— a test that consumer groups
have sought for decades.

The new test
will help con-
sumers, partic-
ularly those in-
t e r e s t e d i n
sport- utilities
or pickups, de-
termine which
veh i c l e s a re
least likely to
roll over, said
D r . J e f f r e y

Runge, administrator of the
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration. The test
was unveiled yesterday at the
agency’s Transportation Re-
search Center in East Liberty.

Ideally, the testing informa-
tion will also influence auto-
makers to make vehicles safer,

Runge said.
Rollovers are considered one

of the industry’s most serious
safety problems. While they ac-
count for less than 3 percent of
all crashes, they account for
about 33 percent of the fatali-
ties, Runge said during a news
conference here yesterday. Al-
most 11,000 people were killed
in rollover accidents in 2002,
according to a NHTSA report.

Rollovers occur when the

driver loses control and the ve-
hicle begins to slide sideways.
Most often, the vehicles are
tripped by something like a
curb or soft earth, which
catches the wheels while the
top of the vehicle continues to
move.

For more than a decade,
some consumer groups have
asked for a federal vehicle test
a n d r o l l o v e r s t a n d a r d s .
NHTSA resisted — critics say

because of industry pressure;
NHTSA says because of the dif-
ficulty of coming up with a
valid standard.

In 2001, the agency began
rollover ratings with a “static
stability factor,” which used
calculations involving the cen-
ter of gravity instead of a driv-
ing test. The system basically
evaluates how top-heavy vehi-
cles are.

see ROLL C3

Runge

FDA seeks to speed drug OKs, innovation
Roger Mezger

Plain Dealer Reporter

Government regulators are
seeing fewer applications for ap-
proval of new drugs and medical
devices than at any time in the
past decade, even though re-
search and development spend-
ing has grown, a federal official
said yesterday.

Mark McClellan, head of the
Food and Drug Administration,
told a Cleveland Clinic confer-
ence on medical innovation that
his agency’s challenge is to make

the review and approval process
faster and cheaper, while still as-
suring patient safety.

Getting a discovery from the
lab to the patient can be an ex-
pensive gamble. Half of all new
drugs do not pass the final step
in a review process that can take
10 to 15 years, McClellan said.
Better guidance from the FDA
on how companies can get prod-
ucts approved is one way to
speed things up.

“Any steps that we can take to
reduce that time and reduce the
uncertainty of product develop-

ment will pay off in terms of
faster access to a broader range
of safe and effective treatments,”
he said.

McClellan, FDA commissioner
for less than a year, was one of
more than a dozen speakers at
the opening session of the Clin-
ic’s Medical Innovation Summit.

The conference, whose theme
is “The Need for Speed” in get-
ting medical advances to mar-
ket, has attracted an interna-
tional audience of about 800
bioscience industry leaders and
investors. It continues today and

tomorrow at the InterContinen-
tal Hotel. With such a high-pow-
ered, captive audience, Gov. Bob
Taft and Mayor Jane Campbell
both pounced on the opportu-
nity to promote the bioscience
industry that they and others are
cultivating in Northeast Ohio.

Campbell bragged that the
area has nearly 100 biotech and
medical device companies that
employ about 10,000 people. As
she spoke, flattering video clips
of Cleveland landmarks played
above her on giant screens.

see MEDICAL C4
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Winter forecast: High bills for heat, with gas or oil

Mild
$8.77* $1.25/gal. $1.13/gal.

Normal
$9.17* $1.33/gal. $1.21/gal.

Severe
$9.67* $1.42/gal. $1.30/gal.

Natural
gas

Heating
oil Propane

NOTE: */mcf = thousand cubic feet

SOURCE: Department
of Energy

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Severe winter weather can
increase the cost of heating
fuels from 16 percent to 19
percent, according to the
Department of Energy.

Harsh weather,
higher prices

Associated Press

Washington — With natural
gas costing twice what it did a
few years ago and crude oil at
$30 a barrel, homeowners can be
sure of one thing: This winter’s
heating bills will be expensive,
even if the winter is not severe.

The Energy Department said
yesterday it expects wholesale
natural gas prices to be 9 percent
higher this winter than last, at
between $4.50 and $5 per 1,000
cubic feet.

Only a few years ago it was in
the $2.50 range. How much of
the increase will be felt by home-
owners and businesses will de-
pend largely on how cold it gets,
federal officials said.

If a severe winter increases
fuel use, residential users of nat-
ural gas could pay an average of
nearly $1,000 this winter to heat

their homes, about 22 percent
more than last winter, according
to the Energy Department.

While normal weather would
require less fuel to be used com-
pared with last winter, heating
costs still would increase about 5
percent on average ($841 for the
season) because of higher fuel
prices.

In Ohio, The Plain Dealer re-
ported last week that Dominion
East Ohio Gas customers will be
paying 59 percent more than
what they paid last year, $8 per
1,000 cubic feet instead of $5.03.

Columbia Gas of Ohio custom-
ers might consider themselves
lucky in comparison, paying only
$6.90 per thousand cubic feet, up
5.5 percent over last year’s $6.54,
The Plain Dealer reported.

And that is just for the first
half of the winter.

“Pricing for the whole winter

seems to revolve around whether
November and December is
colder or warmer than normal,”
Bruce Klink, vice president of
pricing and regulation for Do-
minion East Ohio, told The Plain
Dealer.

Those who heat with oil, a
widely used fuel in the North-
east, could see heating bills drop
by 8 percent from last year ($927
for the season) if the winter is
normal — and if the price of
crude oil were to stabilize.

Given a colder than normal
winter, however, heating oil
costs would be expected to jump
by as much as 17 percent on av-
erage over last winter, to $1,084
for the heating season, officials
said. Propane users can expect a
slight decline if the weather is
normal ($1,094) but could pay 16
percent more than last year
($1,301) in a severe winter.

“The key factor as always in
winter is the weather,” said Guy
Caruso, head of the Energy Infor-
mation Administration, the de-
partment’s statistical agency,
which issued its winter fuels
forecast yesterday.

He said supplies are tight not
only for natural gas but as well
for crude oil and petroleum prod-
ucts, including heating oil.
“There’s not a lot of cushion if
something goes wrong,” Caruso
said. As for predicting the
weather, Mike Halpert, head of
forecast operations at the Na-
tional Oceanic and Aeronautics
Administration, said there’s no
way to predict which way the
wind will blow.

“It’s pretty much a tossup,”
said Halpert, asked at a confer-
ence of state energy officials
whether the coming winter
would be mild or severe.

David Terry, managing direc-
tor of the National Association of
State Energy Officials, said after
a year of surging natural gas
prices, soaring summer gasoline
prices, a major electricity black-
out and volatile crude oil prices,
people are worried about what
might come next.

“There’s more of a heightened
sense of urgency,” Terry said.

He said the higher fuel costs
will affect many people already
facing hard economic times and
put additional economic pres-
sure on already-strapped state
and local school district budgets.

The cost of heating oil is ex-
pected to average about $1.33 a
gallon, about the same as last
winter, although increases in
crude prices or unusually cold
weather could add 8 to 16 cents.

Crude oil prices would con-
tinue to stay around $30 a barrel

through the winter “primarily be-
cause of OPEC’s decision to lower
oil production quotas,” the
agency said.

ROLL
from C1

‘Fishhook’ maneuver
used to assess stability

Consumer groups said the cal-
culations were an improvement,
but they still thought that con-
sumers deserved a test of how ve-
hicles actually handled.

The agency still resisted, say-
ing that the static test was a good
indicator of the likelihood a vehi-
cle would tip over and that its re-
sults correlated with how vehi-
cles performed in the real world.

It was forced to change its po-
sition in November 2000 when
Congress passed a tougher law in
the wake of the controversy over
Ford Explorers, Firestone tires
and rollovers.

Among other things, the law
required NHTSA to develop a
rollover test.

The test is what NHTSA calls a
fishhook, designed to simulate a
driver dropping two wheels off
the pavement and then turning
the wheel too sharply to get back
onto the road.

That carries the vehicle into
the oncoming lane, and the
driver then turns the wheel
sharply to get back into his lane,
said W. Riley Garrott, chief of the
agency’s vehicle stability and
control division.

“What NHTSA is trying to do is
predict what might happen if you
are faced with an extreme ma-

neuver,“ said Brian O’Neill, pres-
ident of the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety, a research
group funded by the insurance
industry.

The test starts at 35 mph and
stops either when a vehicle lifts
two wheels off the ground or at
50 mph. Each vehicle is equipped
with outriggers that keep it from
actually tipping over.

To eliminate driver error, a
computer takes over the steering
after the driver reaches the
proper speed. The vehicles are
tested with the maximum num-
ber of passengers and a full tank
of fuel.

A vehicle’s rating depends on
the speed at which two wheels
leave the ground. That score will
then be blended into the center-
of-gravity measurement. The
score will be shown in a star rat-
ing from one to five, with five in-
dicating the best.

Runge said the agency believes
that a combinationof the two
scores will be easiest for consum-
ers to understand.

Starting later this year, the
first scores will be available at
www.safercar.gov or in booklet
form by calling 1-800-424-9393.

The agency plans to test cars as
well as trucks and hopes to do
about 50 new vehicles a year,
said Steve Kratzke, NHTSA asso-
ciate administrator for rulemak-
ing.

The exact number will depend
on funding from Congress. Mod-
els will be chosen based on fac-
tors including popularity, Runge

said.
Overall, the test seems very

good, said David Champion, di-
rector of automotive testing for
Consumer Reports magazine,
who watched the demonstration.

While it will provide helpful

information to consumers, the
NHTSA should still have a re-
quirement that vehicles meet a
rollover standard, said Joan Clay-
brook, president of Public Citizen
and a former NHTSA administra-
tor.

Runge expressed belief that
the tests will accomplish the
same because automakers will
respond quickly to make sure
that their vehicles score well.

Some safety advocates worry
that an automaker could more
easily pass the test by equipping
a vehicle with tires that have less
grip sideways. That means the
vehicle would slide rather than
grip, allowing it to reach the
maximum 50 mph without lifting
and get the top score.

Champion said NHTSA could
prevent such gaming of the sys-
tem by requiring a separate han-
dling test that would require
sticky tires to provide lateral
grip. Runge said the agency is
looking into a test that would
gauge handling.

The automakers are appar-
ently taking a wait-and-see atti-
tude toward the new test.

“We still have concerns with
the usefulness to consumers of
the static stability factor,“ said

Eron Shosteck, a spokesman for
the Alliance of Automobile Man-
ufacturers, an industry group.
Shosteck said the automakers
“will be assessing whether these
new dynamic tests provide more
useful consumer information.“

One relatively new piece of
equipment that will be evaluated
on some vehicles: skid-control or
stabilization systems.

They use a computer to detect
whether the front or rear of the
vehicle is sliding and then try to
compensate.

But such systems do not ap-
pear to make a big difference in
the fishhook maneuver, in part
because it is so severe, NHTSA’s
Garrott said.

Some studies in Europe have
shown that such systems can sig-
nificantly reduce accidents on
slippery surfaces by helping the
driver maintain control.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:
cjensen@plaind.com, 216-999-4830

WILL SHILLING ASSOCIATED PRESS

To ensure that each vehicle is tested in the same way, a computer
inside takes control of the steering when it gets up to speed.

Competing In A 
Hyper-Changing Marketplace.

SME NETWORKING LUNCHEON

Jerry Whalen, USPS National VP Sales 
Alexander Lazaroff, USPS Eastern Area VP Operations 

Kathy Ainsworth, USPS Cleveland District Manager 

Join United States Postal Service executives as they discuss how the 
USPS Transformation Plan is offering businesses more cost-efficient 

and effective ways to improve marketing and advertising efforts.

Monday, October 20th 

Windows on the River in the Powerhouse in the Flats. 
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m., lunch at 12:00 noon. 

$25 SME members, $40 non-members. Reservations required.  
Register online at www.smecleveland.com or call 216-573-6363. 

Luncheon series 
made possible by: 

Sponsored by: 

NOTICE OF PARTIAL REDEMPTION TO THE HOLDERS OF

COUNTY OF LAKE, OHIO
Hospital Improvement Revenue Bonds

(Lake County Memorial Hospitals Project)
Dated November 1, 1979 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to the applicable provisions of
the governing documents of the above captioned bonds (the “Bonds”), $685,000
principal amount of the Bonds will be redeemed on November 1, 2003, at the refer-
enced Redemption Price, together with interest accrued to November 1, 2003.  From
and after November 1, 2003, interest on the Bonds shall cease to accrue.

The following Bonds will be redeemed and paid upon presentation to the
office(s) shown below.

*CUSIP Number: 509438BH9, 8.625% Due November 1, 2009
Redemption Price: 100.00%, Principal Amount of Redemption: $685,000

Registered Bonds called in the amount indicated below all with the Prefix “R”:
33 ..................$5,000 50 ..................$5,000 153 ..................$5,000 181 ....................$5,000
218 ................$5,000 225 ..............$15,000 322 ..................$5,000 341 ....................$5,000
347 ..............$10,000 350 ................$5,000 361 ..............$555,000 362 ....................$5,000
364 ................$5,000 365 ................$5,000 367 ................$50,000 

Payment of the Bonds called for redemption will be made upon presentation
and surrender of said Bonds, together with all coupons maturing on and after
November 1, 2003, at the location shown below.  In the case of any registered Bond
to be redeemed in part only, upon presentation of such Bond for redemption, there
will be issued in lieu of the unredeemed portion of the principal thereof a new reg-
istered Bond or Bonds in principal amount equal to such unredeemed portion.

Called Bonds should be presented as follows:

First Class/Registered/Certified Express Delivery Only By Hand Only
JPMorgan Chase Bank JPMorgan Chase Bank JPMorgan Chase Bank
Institutional Trust Services Institutional Trust Services Institutional Trust
P.O. Box 2320 2001 Bryan Street, 9th Floor Securities Window
Dallas, Texas 75221-2320 Dallas, Texas 75201 4 New York Plaza - 1st Fl.

New York, NY 10004

COUNTY OF LAKE, OHIO

By:  J.P. Morgan Trust Company, National Association
as Trustee or Agent

Bondholder Communications: 800-275-2048
www.chase.com/bondholder

Dated: October 1, 2003

IMPORTANT TAX INFORMATION
Under the provisions of the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of

2003 (the “Act”), paying agents making payments of interest or principal on munici-
pal securities may be obligated to withhold a 28% tax from remittance to individuals
who have failed to furnish the paying agent with a valid taxpayer identification num-
ber.  Owners of the Bonds who wish to avoid the imposition of the tax should submit
certified taxpayer identification numbers when presenting the Bonds for payment.

*NOTE: The Issuer and J.P. Morgan Trust Company, National Association shall not
be responsible for the use of the CUSIP number selected, nor is any representation made as
to its correctness indicated in the notice or as printed on any Bond.  It is included solely for
the convenience of the holders.
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