Safety Research Report Index - VW/Audi Sudden Acceleration

A. BACKGROUND

14.

"Inquiry on Auto Acceleration Expanded by.8.,"New York Times 2/23/86.

"Cars That Speed Up Mteriously Spark Bitter Dispute Over Caus@/all Street Journab/3/86.
"NHTSA Stamewdl" & "NHTSA Acaisa of'Do-Nothing'Invesigations;'Driver Eror Blamedfor GM,
Ford Runaway Cars,Fuelline 11/86.

"Sudden Acceleration Puts NHPSto 15-Year Test,’/Automotve News, 2/16/87.

"Runaway Cars," series of articleQetrdt News 12/13/87-12/17/87.

"Runaway Cars?Newsday 7/26/88.

"1982-88 Caddys Called Runays,"Automotive Nevs, 1/30/89.

"NHTSA Announces Results of 'Sudden Acceleratitody,” DOT Press Release, 9/

"Some Cars' Sudden Acceleration is Tied in U.S. Study to Pedsdpplication,"Wall Street Journal
3/8/89.

"Sudden Acceleration Linked to Driver Pedal Miséipption,"lIHS Status Report4/22/89.

"Car Plows into Park, Killing 3 & Injuring DozensNew York Times 4/24/92.

"Car Kills Woman At Market,"Post-Standard5/15/92.

"'Sudden Acceleration' May Be the Cause of Reédkeridents...,"Corporate Crime Reporte$/25/92.
IMPACT & Lemon Timesarticles,1984-1992.

B. ATTORNEYS

C. EXPERTS

D. NHTSA

1.
2.

List of sudden acceleration recalls.
Representative John Dingéd NHTSA re: sudden accelerani, 1/19/88; NHTSA response, 4/4/88.
(with Attachment B- JAMAAnnouncement; Attachent E-Chronology of NHBA's Actions)

E. TECHNICAL MATERIAL

1.

arwn

No

8.

R.H. Espeland et al., NHTSA "Investigation Of Eectromagnetic lterference Effects @ Motor Vehicle
Electronic ControAnd Safety Devices,"” 10/75.

R.L. Ruhl, Ruhl & AssociatesSudden Acceleration Fact Shéatirca 1987.

M. Gunnerhed, Swedish Defence Research Estaibknt, "Risk Assessment of G3aiControl," 5/88.
P. Marriner & J. Granery, Trapert Canada, "Invegtation of 'Sudden Accelation' Inciderg," 12/88.
K. Carlsen, et alBoeing, "Sneak analysiBoeing's Elecital Systems Engine@g Quality Program
Applied to the Automotive Induiy," 8/89.

NHTSA, "Examinationof Sudden Aceleration," 1/89.

W. Rosenbluth, Automotive SystesrAnalysis, "Pursuing Unwanted Acceleration - Mythspérs &
Verification," 7/90.

B. Brown, Mechanical Damage InspectionSuél Injection Systms," 12/4/91.

F. AUDIBACKGROUND

l. General

1.

BO®NoOokwN

"Audi 5000 Recalled to Fix Brake, Accelerator Problefassociated Presgirca 1982
"US Is Asked To Order Rcall Of Audi Autos,"Wall Street JournalB/20/86.

"State May Urge Audi Reall," Washington Post5/11/86.

"Auto Safety Group Assails Audi OrderWashington Post5/31/86.

"U.S. Safety Agency Expands Its Probe of Certain Audigdll Street Journab/26/86.

"A Fatal Flaw in the Audi?,'Consuner Reports 7/86.

"The Issue of Unintended Aceghtion: Auds Positive ResponseAudi of America, 9/86.
"New Incidents Lead to Call for Halt in Audi 5000 Sale&fitonotive News 11/10/86.
"Out of Control,"CBS "60 Minutes" transcripf1/23/86.

"Audi Won't Recall its Runaways" & "Adi to Discuss Acceleration Jan. 1@\Utomotive News
12/29/86.

"Acceleration Incidents Shake Up AudiSeattle Posintelligencer 1/21/87.

"Audi Shifts Stance on Mystery Accidentd,bs Angeles Heald, 1/23/87.

"$5000 Discounts Offered to Ownersiutomotive News 3/30/87.

"Is Half a Recall Better Than NoneZonsuner Reports 4/87.

"Group Faults Audi Shift Lock for 5000 Seriedifall Street Journal7/30/87.

"Audi Discloses 396 Complaints on Recall 5000/all Street Journal3/31/88.




17.

"Wrong-Pedal Syndrome lallenged,"Washington Post6/30/88.

Il Audi Victims Network

18.
19.

20.

"Audi Unintentionally Starts a Drive [long Island Newsday6/24/86.

"Attorneys General Petitioned to Halt Deceptive Advertising by Audi," Audi Victims Network Press
Release, letter to NewYork Attorney General, 4/12/8, attachmat.

Audi Victims Network letter to Audi owners encourging themto opt out of clas action settlerant,
6/6/88.

I"l. Analysis/Reports
21

22.
23.

24.

25.

"How Safe is the Audi 5000?Boston Globe Magazinel1/9/86.

"Unintended Acceleration: The Story 60 Minutes Could Hahold," AutoWeek 1/19/87.

"Audi Agonistes, Cuthg Through All Hype & Hysteriani Search of the TrbtAbout Unintended
Acceleration,"Car & Driver, 6/87.

"Shifting he Blame: Report on Sudden Acceléra in theAudi 5000," New York PIRG, 7/28/87.
(Executive Summary)

"Audi Runaway Roblem, Responsibility v. Public Relationg.fial, 12/89.

G. CENTER FOR AUTO SAFETY

bR

Ho»No

News release, groups semecall of unaway Audis, 3/19/86.

CAS to NHTSA, 3/29/86.

News release, accidensince submissn of recall pgtion 421/86; CAS to NHTSA, 4/21/86.
News elease |atstfatlity & callto kan Ilinoissaks ofAudi5000558/86 CAS b NHTSA,
5/8/86; CAS to llinois AttorneyGeneral, 5/8/86.

News release, opposingapined VWoA recall for non-mechanigaioblems, 5/2%6.

News release, NHTSA upgrades Audi investiiga statis, 6/12/86.

News release, "Audi Wins 1986 Hubbard Award for AGonsumer Automobile Ad," 6/16/86.
News release, NHTSA investigah expands, 6/25/86.

News release & lettdap NHTSA Administrator, "Sudden adeeation acidents occurn modified
Audi 5000's," 118/86 & 11/7/86; fdbw-up lettes to NHTSA, 11/19/86 & 11/25/86.

News release &letter to DOT Secretary "Repurcase of 22,000 Audi 5000s Sough Under Safety
Act," 11/19/86.

News release, "Adi 5000 Acddent Toll Soars to 1400; Adi 5000 Acddent Rate NowOne for Every
180 Cars Sold," 2/187.

CAS to NHTSA, 2/18/87.

CAS to NHTSA, 2/23/87.

News release, "Aidi Wins 1988 Hibbard Award," 6/16/88. (with atachmern)

News release, "Consumer Groups T&lidi Class Action

Members to Opt Out," 6/29/88.

"Audi Sudden Acceleration Automobile Design Liabity, 3rd Ed, 6/91.

H. NHTSA INVESTIGATIONS

1.
2.

NHTSA to VWOA, circa 1979, VWO0A's 6/6/7%spection reparsent to NHTSA 1/14/87.
EA82-002: 1978-1981 Audi 5000

a. NHTSA to VWoA, request forrformation, 113/81; VWo0A response, 12/22/81; VWoA
response, 4/182.

b. VWOoA to NHTSA, 1/7/82.

Recall Audit 83-0282V-037)

a. NHT SA to VWoA, brake peadl placemeat, 8/12/83.

Recall Audit 84-0482V-037)

a. Consumer to Audi, 7/19/82)innesota Dept. of Consumer Affaito NHTSA, 7/21/82;

NHTSA to VWOA, 8/82; VWOA internal corrgmndence, 8/10/82.
b. NHTSA to Audi owners, survey to evaluadedi non-mechanical radl, 2/2285.
PE85-046/EA85-037: 1985-86 Audi 5000
a NHTSA to VWO0A, 5/24/85.
b. NHTSA upgrade memo, 7/30/85.
c. VWOoA response, 7/12/85.
d NHTSA to VWOoA, 10/31/85.
e VWOA response, 1/13/86.
f. NHTSA to VWOoA, 5/23/86.
g. VWOoA response, 8/13/86.
(h. See Recall 87V-157)
DP86-06/PE86-010/EA86-016: 1978-86 Audi 5000
a. CAS toNHTSA, equsst for invesigation, 92585; NHTSA resporse,10/21/85 CAS



I. RECALLS

1.
2.
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follow-up, 1143/85; NHTSA response, open PE86-010.

NHTSA memo, 11/7/85.

NHTSA to VWoA, 11/25/85

VW oA respmse, 1/14/86

NYPIRG, CAS, NY Attorney General& Alice Weinstein, Defect & RecaPetition,3/19/86
(selected aachments); NHTSA response268/86.

CAS to NHTSA, 6/10/86; NHTSA response, 7/3/86.

NHTSA to VWOoA, 5/14/86.

VW oA respmse, 6/4/86. (vith attachmat)

Illinois Attaney Generalo NHTSA, defecpetiion, 528/86 (skected &tachmem); NHTSA
response, 6/286.

Ohio Attorney GenerabtNHTSA, 6/10/86; NHTSA response, 7/17/86.

Upgrade resume, 5/30/86.

NHTSA to VWO0A, 6/12/86.

NHTSA to CAS, 6/25/86.

NHTSA memo regarding meeting with VWOoA, 7/2/86.

VWOA response, 7/29/86.

NHTSA to CAS, 7/29/86.

Private experwilliam Rosenbluth tiNHTSA, 9/15/86.

1978-87 Audi 5000 Seri¥ghicles

NHT SA news release, "MTSA Opens Irvestigation ¢ SuddenAcceleraion Incidens in
Model Year 1978-1986 Audis," 8/15/86.

NHTSA to VWOo0A, 9/17/86.

VWOA response, 10/17/86; Supplemeh1/6/86.

NHTSA to VWOoA, 11/6/86.

VWOoA to NHTSA, 12/19/86.

VWoA supplement, 1/14/87.

NHTSA toVWOoA, "NHTSA AnnowncesStatis ofAudilnvestigatbon,”12/23/86 News
Release, 12/23/86/W0A response, 1/14/87.

NHTSA news release, "NHTSA Request Results in Recall of Audi 500085/87.
NHTSA to CAS, 1/23/87; CAS response, 1/30/87.

CAS to NHTSA, 1/27/87; NHTSA memos, 1/29/87, 1/30/87, & 2/3/87.

NHTSA memos re: University of Flata graduate study/27/87 & 1/29/87.

VWOoA to NHTSA, 1/29/87. (see "L.7" for attachments)

NHTSA to Robert Bosch Corporation, 282/ Coudert BrotherdAttorneys @ Bosch,
6/12/87; Bosch respoes6/9/87.

NHT SA to New Souh Wales, Australia, Dept. of Corsumer Affairs, 2/3/87; New South
Wales response, 7/2/87.

Japan Ministry of Tansport to NHTSA, 3/20/87; NHTSA response&2487.

VWOoA to NHTSA, 4/30/87; NHTSA memos, 3/25/87 & 4/14/87.

NHTSA to VWOA, 6/4/87; VWOA response, 7/22/87.

NHTSA memo with 10/86 VWO0OA correspondance, 633/

Japan Ministry of Tansport TELEX to NHTSA, 6/19/87 & 6/22/87; NHTSA response,
719/87.

Members of Congress to NHTSA, Support of r&cal28/87.

AIADA to NHTSA, Petiton to close inveigation,6/10/88; NHTSA Memorandum
regarding 6/20 mektg with AIADA, 6/24/88; NHTSA to AIADA, "Letter" denied6/24/88.
CAS to NHTSA, 9/1/88; NHTSA response, 9/22/88.

NHT SA, "Alleged Sudlen UnwantedVehicle Acceleration,"Final Invedigative Report,
7/89.

Congressman Hochbrueckner to VWoA & NHAS3/1/88.

Index to C86-01.

y-
DP87-002: 1981-86 Audi 4000 & GT, Volkswagen Quantum

Qroo0oTE

Defect Petiton, 10/27/86.

NHTSA to VWOoA, 1/20/87.

VWOoA response, 3/6/87. (with attachments)

VWOoA response, 3/10/87. (duplicate of B/ no attachments)
VWOoA supplement, 3/20/87. (with attachments)

CAS to NHTSA, 5/27/87.

NHTSA to CAS, petition inactive6/5/87. Eee recall 87V-069)

List of Recalls, NHTSA, 1/19/88. (Enclosure F of NHT 3étter to Congress)
Recall 82V-037: 1978-82 Audi 5000/14/82.
Recall 83V-095: 1978-83 Audi 5009/14/83.
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Recall 85V-015: 1982-84 VW Rabbit carbuwetmodel, 2/35.

VWoA News Release, "Audi To Issue Consumer Nodition" (non-safetyecall), 529/86.
Audi of America, Inc., to Audi dealers, 7/28/86. (with sedelcattachments)

Recall 86V-103: 1985-6 Audi 5000%/28/86.

Recall 87V-008: 1978-86 Audi 5000/14/87.

Recall 87V-009: 1985-86 Audi 50008/14/87.

VWoA to NHTSA, Quarterly Recall Repord/27/87.

Recall 8A/-069: 1985-86 Audi 4000 Coupe& VW Quantum 5-cylinder vehicles with automatic
transmission5/15/87.

Recall 87V-157: 1984-8 Audi 5000 Turl8oQuattro, 9/29/87.

Recall 87V-170: 1984 Audi 5000S & 1984-5 5000 Turb0/23/87.

Recall 88Vv-021: 1984 VW Quantum 5-Cylinder Vehicl2kL2/88.

J. AUDI LAWSUITS

1.

2.

List of suits filed aainst VWoA over Audi 5000 sudda acceleratio 1/87, provded as Atachmen 3
to VWOoA letter to NHTSA 1/14/87.
Deposition of Uwe Meissner, ®tuct Analysis Manager, VWO0A in Rose v. VWo0A, 10/2/86.

K. AUDI LITIGATION ARTICLES

N

"3 Class Actions Filed Against AudiAutomotive News 3/30/87.

"Audi 5000 Is Found Defective by Jury; Acceleration Case PrecedegtBéaSet,"Wall Street
Journa)l 3/16/88.

"Audi Agrees to Give Owers of Its 5000 Rebates Toward Future Audi Purchadia]t Street
Journa) 6/8/88.

"Jury Clears Audi of Auto Defect Causing DeathVall Street Journab/15/88.

"Volkswagen Is Found Liable for Accident Involving Audi 5000Wall Street Journak/20/88.
"Audi Jury Verdict Reversed by Justice on Undue Influen®édll Street Journalb/22/88.
"Lawsuit Against Audi Assails Rebate Pitch As lllegally Deceptivwdll Street Journalb/23/88.
"Jury Finds Audi 500 Defective,"” Audi Victims Network Press Rlease, 7/1/88.

"Judge Dismisses Plan to Settle Suit Over Audi Seddfgll Street JournaB/12/88.

"Court Reinstates Punitive Damages in Audi 5000 Ca¥éa!l Street Journal/9/89.

"Audi Punitive Damages,Products Liability Advsory, 12/89.

"$3.4M Audi Award,"Newsday Automotive

L. AUDI TECHNICAL MATERIALS
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P.L. Sursiet al., NHTSA, "Control Ped&erformance Evalu@n -- Foregn Vehicles," 9/84.

Audi service pubtiation: Audi 5000 cuent flow diagam for board compute#/30/85.

"Revenge of the Nerds, Automotive DivisiorCar & Driver, 5/85.

Wakefield, et al., "Examination of a 1985 Audi 5000 Turbo Sedan," Trident Engineering Associates,
9/6/85.

Audi service pubtiation : Audi 5000S cuent flow diagam for automaticransmission10/24/85.
Audi service pubtation: Audi 5000CS to wiring diagram forutomatic nsmission, 2/4/86.
Technical infomation suppliedat NHTSA by VWo0A, Exhibits 1-51/29/87.

S.M. Casey, et alAnacapa Sciences, In¢Case Against Coplan&edals in Automobile$pre-print
of an article prepared fdduman Factors Journal986.

"Cold Acceleration @mplaints, ©84-86 Audi 5000, Tech Tdk (Audi publication).




